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The Preface , 
To the well-difpoſed RYAaDuR, 


Learned Reader, 


Know thou art not igno= 
rant, that of all the affairs 
and” buſineſſes in this 
world,there'is none of thar 
conſequence and importance unto 
thee, as the {aving of thy ſoul : and 
that our Bleſſed Saviour- who knew 
belt of all the ineftimable yalne 
thereof, and youchiated ro redeem it 
at fo dear a rate as with his own pce- 
rious bloud, plainly declared the im- 
portance theceof,when he laid in the 
Goipel; Mat. 16. 16. What is 4 
man profited, if he ſhall gan the 
world. nd looſe his own ſoul? Or 


what ſhall he gre: tt Fa —_ 
2 of ? 
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of ? Wherefore let me adviſe thee 
to ſeek out.and embrace the true 
Faith and Religion, for that with- 
out ſuch a Faith ( according tothe 
Apoſtle, Heb.1 1.6.) i ts impoſſible 
topleaſe 'Govd, and tvithout oe 
of him, it is impoſſible to be faved. 
It thou thinkeſt that-thou haſt found 
out the truth already, and that thou 
doſtembrace it, then giye meleaye 
totell thee ,, that the; world at this 
preſent abgunds with an hundred he- 
xefies atlealt the embracers mhereef 
ſhall not (according to S, Paws do» 
Etrine, Gal. 5.20.) inheris the keng* 
dope of God, and. yet. ( as the fame 
Apolile doth aftium, , Epbeſ. 4-5.) 
. there 1s but one Lord , one Faith, one 
Baptiſme - lo that it is an hundred 
. to one, but that. thy Faith: and thy 
Religion-are falle, and thy falyati- 
on is10. danger thereby. Is there not 
then great rcaſon..that thou ſhould- 
elt well conſider, whicher the Faith 


and 
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and Religion which thouembraceft' 
be true or no, when upan'this relo=. 
lution depends thy fon of un- 
ſpeakable bliſſe , or intolerable ſuf- 

ring of endlefle pans for all etcrni- 
7 How to find out the true Faith $8 

eligion it is. a matter of yery great 
difhiculty,” not onely by reaſon that 
there are many faiths and religions 
in the world, and of all thele there 
15 but one true, and all the reſt b: 
falle, bur allo for that the controyer- 
fies debated now adaycs are ſo ma- 
ny, and ſo intricate , that few have 
lcaſure to ſtudy them, and fewer a- 
bility to conceive and underſtand 
them : yet the zeal of learned Wri- ' 
ters hathnot been wanting to ſatisfic 
men herein. But what age ſince the 
A peliles daycs hath brought forth 
any man ſoable to perform fo great 
a task,as was that incomparable 
Dottor S. eAnguſtine lib, 3. de 
«Eccleſ. fol.170. who (as Dotour.' 
A 3 Field 
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Field afferteth) was the gone 
and chiefeft of the antient Fathers , 
and the moſt famons of all the Di- 
vines which the Church bath had 


fince the «Apoſtles time : and as 


ſwer to Mafter Burge: pag. 3.) hath 
farre excelled all others that have 
been or are like to be hereafter (thoſe 
onely ex wr that were iuſpired by 
the Hoh hoſt) both in Divine and 
Humane fowl e What man 
ſince the Apo Hes da yes, could eyer 
ſo well wo true 7 orine from 
Alſe, truth from errour, and true 
faith from herefie, as could that 


great S. «Av mgne who did not 
onely like another David , fight a- 


gan the Goliah of one hereſ1e, but 
ike another Joſhua fought the bat- 
tels of the Lord againf all the foxce 
and power of hereſie in his dayes, 
for fe years together ? Where- 


fore if this great DoRour ſhould 


have 


DoRour Covell woe tY! in his. an- 
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have left any adviſes or infttuRtions 
behinde him unto any of his dear 
friends that were then hereticks , 
whereby he taught them how to 
find out the true faith and religion, 
amongſt lo many herefies, ought not 
ſuch inſtructions to be greatly defi- 
red, and if any ſuch could be found 
to be highly elteemed, and diligent- 
ly peruted ? Surely thou wilt fay, 
that coming from fo great a Do- 
Qour , and being ſo proper and ne» 
cefſary for thele times , without 
doubt they ought. Why then Learn- 
ed Reader,give me leave to prelent 
untey thee a learned Treatiſe of his, 
which he ſent unto his dear and 
learned friend Honroratxs, to draw 
him from the Manichean herelie to 
the true Religion ; I durſt not pre- 
ſume to tender it unto thee in this 


poor Engliſh habit, were 1 notcon- 
fident that thou ſeckeſt more after 


the true Religion. and the ſaying of 
thy 


. The _Brejace. 
thy ſoul,” then after yain,cloquence, 
& the emti/ing words of humane wiſ- 
dome ; 1 Cor. 2. 4. but I will aſſure 
thee, under this poore attire thou 
wilt find a rich and a learned dif» 
courle of great S, Auguſtine , not 
onely very profitable for thole that 
are not yet reſolyed in point of Re- 
ligion, bur alſo for them thatdere 
to be fatisfied whither -the faith and 
Religion which they embrace , be 
true or no. If the flile be dilplea- 
ſing and ungratefull unto thee, know 
that very many of the African Fa- 
thers hayc harſh [iiles, beſides con- 
ſider how hard a matter it is to tgach 
a native African to ſpeak true Eng- 
liſh. 

In this work, firſt he ſhews how 
the old Teſtament is to be expornd- 
ed, and defends the Authority or it 
againſt the Manichecs that rezeted 
ir. Secondly he oyerthrowes that 


Manichean principle, That nothing 
| 15 
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is tobe believed in. point of Faith 
which is. not firſt þy:realon made 
manifelt and evident unto the Belie,- 

om In yin ewes place headyiſeh 

ent equent 

and tranquility of at o- Bk 
neg of affeQtions from ter- 
ngs, ngs, as aids tor the 
out the truth: then declaring 
iſt hath- raiſed a-- yery great 
ww « famous Church of 
all Nations, which is to continue ve- 
y viſible and conſpicuous even to 
worlds end, he exhorts Honora- 
tx to addrefle himſelf. unto the Pa- 
tours and Teachers thereof, -and to 

learn of them the true faith and Re- 

ligion. 

This way. of proccedin to find 
out the —_ tar-more ſhort and 
_—_— by the examination -of all 

ry, 1g * contrayerted doctrine 
by their conformity to the holy Scri-= 
ptures, for it confilis.in/two pou 
onel Y» 
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enely, firſt, in ſeeking out which of 
all the Churches is the Church of 
Chrilt , and ſecondly , whither this 
Church can erre or no. 458 

For the finding out of the Church 
S. eAnguſtine propoled four marks 
unto Honorat#s Unity, Univerſalir y 


SanRtity, and Apoltolicall Succeſſ1- 


plainly in Scripture. 
The Unity of the Church is two- 


of the farlt, our Saviour faith , his 
Churchis one fold and.hath one ſh 
heard Joh.10.16. and the Apotile 
calls it one body, 1 Cor. 12.13. In 
reſpect ot the tecond, S. Paxlecar- 
neltly cxnorted the Corinthians, 
I Cor. 1.10.0 ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and ihat there be no diviſion among ſt 
them: but that they be perfectly 7oyne 
ed together in the ſame mind and in 
the ſame jud g-ment + and! he be- 
lecchcd the Ephettans to endeavour 
T 


on, the which are ſet down very; 


| fold, in body; and in taich;in regard. 
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to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace, Epheſi.4.3, 4, 3. at- 
firming that there is oe body and one 
ſpirit, one hope of their calling, one 
Lord.one Faith, ene Baptiſme ; and 
the Scripture teſtifieth thatin the A- 
poltles dayes the mmititude of Be- 
levers were of one heart axd of one 
ſoul. Acts 4.32. * | 

The Univerlality of the Church 
is allo twofold, in time and in place; 
this later yures ny by the m_ 

t Moſes ing Gods ile 
PS tO brake of an mt a > 
ſterity, '2nd, that all rhe nations of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed in bis 
ſeed: Gen.22.18. Gal.z.'8. by the 
Royall Plalmift,declaring that Cod 
the Father wauld give unto'his Son 
the heathen for his mberitance, and 
the uttermoſt part of the earth for 
bis poſſeſſion, Pſal. 2. 8. and that be 
ſhenld have dominion from ſea to 
{ca , and frem the River to _— 
ifs , 
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of the earth : Pigl. 72. 8. and by 
the Prophet Ifaiah, affirming that 
all nations ſhall flow to the monnt aiu 
of the Lords houſe, 1fa. 2. y. 2. For 
the accompliſhment of theſe Pro- 
phecies our Blefled Saviour decla« 
xed, Luke 24. v. 44. that «ll things 
weſt be fulfilled which were written 
in the law of Moſes, end in the 
Prophets, and in the Pſalmes, con-- 
cerning him : and v. 47. that reper- 
rance and remiſſion of ſnunes, ſhould 
bepreached in bis name among all 
wations, beginning at Fernſalem; 
and for the performance hereof, he 
gave a commiſſion unto his Apoſtſes 
to teach allnations, Matth, 28. 1-9, 
and to preach the Goſpel to ever 
© creature, Mar. 19.v.15, 
That the Churchof Chriſt ſhould 
be univerſall for time, and continue 
perpetually unto the worlds end, it 


Was gary y foretold by the Prophet 
Iaiah,who ſpeaking of our B, Savie . 


Our, 
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our faith, that of the encreaſe of his 
overnment and peace there (hall 
ne end, Upon the throne of Da- 
vid. and upon his kingdome ſhall he 
fit to order it, andto eſtabliſh it with 
Jud lgement, and with juſtice from 
henceforth even for ever ; and that 
no doubt may. be made of the'per- 
formance hereof, the Prophet addes, 
the zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will 
perform this. And by the Prophet 
, {© _ Daniel affirming that in the dayes of 
= thoſe Kings ſhall the C 0! of heauen 
' | ſer np ak ngdome which ſhall not be 
left to other people, but it ſhall break. 
1m pieces and conſume «ll thoſe king- 
domes, and it ſhall ffand for ever, 
Dan. 2.44. All which was con- 
firmed by the Angel Gabriel,laying, 
The Lord (hall grve unto Chriſt the 
throne of his Father David. and he 
ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob, 
and of. his kingdome there ſhall be no 
end, Luke 1, yer. 32, 33. For the 


a per” 
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Il fertlement and eſtabliſh» 
le this Church, Chriſt ſaid unto 
S. Peter : Upon this rock I will 
build my (hurch, and the gates of 
hell ſhall not prevail againſt »t, 
Matth. 16. 18. Touching the ſan- 
ity of the Church of Chriſt, God 
by the Prophet Ezekiel faith, 1wll | 
ſet my ſanttuary in the midſt of them | 
for evermore : and the heathen ſhall 
know that I the Lord do ſamitifie | 
 Ifracl, when my ſanttnary ſhall be in | 
the midſ} of thews for evermore, E« 
zek. 37. y. 26,28, and by the Pro- 
phet Malachi, Mal. T1. 11, From 
the riſing of the ſwnne,even to the go 
ing down of the ſame, my name ſhall 
be great among the Gentiles : andin 
every place incenſe ſhall be offered 
wnto my name, 4 peace-offering. 
Unto this ſanQity our Bleſſed Sayr- 
our exhorts us,ſaying, Let your light 
ſoſhine before men, that they may ſee 
Jour good works , and: glorifie your 


Fathev 


Father which « in heaven, Math, 5: 
16.and Mark 7. y. 13, 14. Enter 
Je nat the ſtrait gate, for flraits 
the gate, and narrow the way, 
which leadeth unto life , and few 
there be that find it. And teaching 
how to diſtinguiſh the good from 
the bad , he laith, y. 20. By therr 
fruits: ye (hall kyow: them. As far 
Apoliolicall ſucceſſion, $.Paul faith, 
. Ephel.4. v.11, 12, 13. that Chrif 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
phets; and ſome Evarngeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtowrs and teachers, for the 
perfetting of the Saints, for the work, © 
. of the muniſtery , for the edifying of 
the body of Chriſt , till we all come 
, into the unity of faith , and of the 
 wnity of the Son ne of God, unto 4 per- 
fe man, uno the meaſure of the 
ftatuy e of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, that 
is, ( as Doctour F#lk, againſt the 
Rhem, Teſt, in Epheſ.4. ſect. 4. fol. 
335. and Mr, Calvis in his Inſtit. 
: a 2 caps. 
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cap. 8 «ae fide,lect. 37,38.pag.233, 
2 34. do expound ) torever. 

As for the ſecond point, whether 
the Church of Chrift can erre or no, 
S, ednguſtine ſaith, that neither 
the violence of heathens, nor the ſub- 
tilty of hereticks can oyerthrow it, 
which agrees with our Sayionrs pro» 
miſe, Matth. 16.18 that the gates 
of hell ſhall not prevail againſt i ; 
and, to preſerve her from all errour 
and herefie, Chriſt promiſed to be al- 
waJjes with her even to the worlds 
end, Matth, 28,209, and God made 
this coyenant with her - Iſa. 59.21. 
My ſpirit that is upon thee, and my 
words which 1 have put in thy mouth, 
- ſhall not depart out of thy month, wor 

ont (2 mouth of thy ſeed, noy out 
of the mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith 


the Lord, from henceforth and for 
ever ; by which words ( faith Mr. 
Calvinin Comment. hujus loci ) God 


prom:ſeth that the ( hurch ſhall ne- 


Vir 
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ver be deprived of this ineſtimable 
benefit, to be governed by the Holy 
Ghoſt , and to be ſuported by hea- 
venly dottrine : and to this effect he 
ſent down the -Holy Ghoſt to teach 
the (hurch all truth and to remain 
with her for ever, Joh. 16. 13; 
Joh. 14, 16. Thus thou {eeft how 
S. Auguſtines inftruftions for figd- 
ing our the truth are grounded in 
Scripture , but more expreſlely in 
S. Pauls doctrine; who tells us, 
Rom. 10. 17. that faithjcomerh by 
bearing, and hearing 1. by4he word 
of God ; 1t we ask him how men may 
come to heare the word of God. he 
anſwers, v. 14, 15. How ſhall they 
hear without 4 preacher ? and how 
ſhall they preach unleſſe they be ſent ? 
So that faith is bred ia men by hear- 
ingand believing the word of God, 
made known unto them by preach- 
ers lawfully ſent : which preachers 
( as he faith to the Ephefans ) E- 
1-2 amen 
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ſlerghs of men, and cunning Craftis 
ſe whereby they lie in wait to de- 
cerve; Which is an office that canngt 
be performed by men that are trail 
and ſubjeR to errour,ugles the Lord 
by his divine affiſtance.doth preſerye 
them from erring. DoGour Feld 
having coofidered the, tacility and 
ſolidity of this method, doth advil 
all thoſe to praQtiſe it, that deſire to 
be ſatisfied in matters of Religion is 
theſe terms, Epilt, dedic. of the 
Church. Seeing the controverſies in 
our time are grown im number ſo ma: 
and in nature ſo intricate, that few 
have time aud leiſure fewer frength 
of mnderſtanding to examine them; 
what remaineth fer wen deſirous o 
ſatisfa* 


heſ. 4.v.11,12,1 3. are alwayes to 
found in the Church .of Chriſt, 
and are placed there, yer. 14. that 
from henceforth wa be no more chil- 
dren toſſedto fro, and carried about 
with every wind of dottrine by the 
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ſatisfa8ion in thmgs of ſuch conſe = 
quence, but diligently to ſearch out, 
which among ſþ all the ſocieties of 
men in this world , is that bleſſed 
_— of holy ones, that houſhold of 
aith, that Spouſe cf Chriſt , and 

" | Church of the living God , whioh is 
the pillar and ground of truth : that 

ſo f 6: may embrace her communion, 
follow her direftions, and reſt in her 
judgement ? Now that thou maiſt 
be the better able to follow this 
wholeſome counſell -let me adviſe 
thee with care and diligence to per- 
ule this enſuing treatiſe , and that 

thou maiſt 1eceiye much bencfir 

thereby for thy ſouls health , chou 

. haſtalready the prayers of S. An 
guſtine, and thou ſhalt haye the 
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hearty Wiſhes and defires of 

þ 

/ Thy charitable 
Welwiſhtr. 
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chin 'T,thould think fit tobe fi- 


lent ac this Ws and to abſtain 
both mon ey ben writ in 
this cauſe peaking 


as they dv TA ifer'( For 


my opinion ) who for =_ ce 
rail 
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rall benefit , and chiefly for glo- 


y and his own preferment , either 
beach or ' felloweth falſe awd 
new Opinions : but a man belie- 
ving Hereticks, 15 one that is de- 
Inded with a certain imagination 
of PTiety and Truth ) 1 held it 
to be my duty to deliver chee my 
opinion , touching rhe finding our 
and embracing the Truth , with the 
love whereof we have both ( as 
thou knowelt ) been ly enfla- 
med even from our youths. Truth 
isa thing farre differing from that 
which vain men docenceive, who 
having too deeply {ertled their af 
fetions upos thele bodily and cor- 
porall things, do hold and ima- 
vine it to be nothing elſe, but 
what they do perceive and diſcery 
oy cnet te "ws known Mel- 
c of the : and theyto 
yah and fto _ Rena i0 
cheir minds the impreſſions and 


images 


a= 


of Believing. 3 
images which they haye receiyed. 
from theſe things, even when they 


endeayour to disbelieve their ſen- 
ſes : and by « deadly and a moſt 


* Qeceirfull rule raken from thence, 


they think ' that they do frame a 


riehr and perfect judgement of 


che inefffable Secrers and Myſte- 
ries of Faith. - There is nothing 
more eafie (my moſt dear friend 

then tor a man not onely to fay , 
but alſo to think that he hath found 
our the Truth : but how extream 
hard it iS to find it out deed, 
thou Wilt ( as I hope ) acknow- 
ledge and confefſe upon the peruſall 
of thele my writings ; which that 
they may prove neficiall unta 
thee, or at leaft noc hutrfull, and un» 
© all thoſe into whoſe hands they 
may chance to light, I have beſeeche 
ed the divine Majeſty, and I do be- 
ſeech him , and I hope it will come 
topaſle, if mine own conſcience can 
B 2 but 
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bur bear mie witneſſe that I came to 
write them not with a defire of vain 
renown or friyolous oftentation, but 
with a pious and a ſerviceable mind, 
My intent therefore is to proye unnyſ +. 
thee, if I cag, that it is facrilegiouſly | 
and raſhly done of the Manichees, [i 

tro ſpeak bitter words and inyeigh 

againſt thoſe, who following the au- 
thority of the Catholick faith , are Þ * 
fortified and ſtrengthened befoie- } *! 
hand by believing, and are prepared | * 
to receive the light of the Diyine 
orace , before they can behold that 
Verity and Truth which is ſeen and } 
beheld with a pure and clean mind, Þ P 
' For thou knowelt, O Homoratns, | Y 
that we put our ſelyes into the com- 
any of tuch men for no other cauſe, | P 
= for that they aid, that, the ter} ** 
rovr of authority being ſer aſide, 4 ® 
they would with plaia and admira-f} '" 
ble reaſons bring their hearers and 
followers unto God , and free _ 
rom 


| 
> 
8 
pf 


ey 
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from all errour. For what elle was it . 
that enforced me to follow them , 
and to hearken tothem attentively , 
almoſt for the ſpace of nine years, 


| baving deſpiſed and contemned the 


rel;zgion which by my parents was 


| ingraftedin me, orngs little child, 


but tor that they afhirmed that wz 
are terrified with ſuperſtition, and 
commanded to belieye , before an 

reaſon is given us of belief : and thac 
they importune and urge noneto be- 
lieve, untill the truth be firſt diſcut- 
{ed and made maniteſt unto them ; 
who would not-be allured with thele 
promiles ? eſpecially the mind of a 
young man defirous of truth, a bab- 
ler, and one that was pufted up with 
pride upon ai{putations had with 
lome $kilfull and learned School- 
men : and ſuch an one they found 
me then to be, namely , who delpi- 
led ( my former religion ) like old 
wives tales, and defired to embrace 
B 3 ard 
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and with greediveſle to receive the 
manifeſt and fincere Truth which 
they promiſed to teach and deliver. 
But again , what reaſon withdrew 
me and called me back that I did 
not wholly adhere ur;ta them , but 
kept my {elf in the degree of Hear- 
ci$, as they wle to call them, and did 
rot forgo the hopes andaffairs which 
I] had in this work ; but for that 1 
allo noted-and.oblerved , that they 


were more cloquent and copious in 


canfuting others, then-firm and cer». 


rain in proving- and maintaining 
their own grounds ? But what ſhall 
I lay of my felt, who was now be- 
come a Catholick Chriſtian : who 


being almoſt exhauſted and greedy 


_ aftera very long thirſt, - was now 


with an ardeat aftetion returned a- 
gain tothe breaſts of the Church, 
which I ſhaked and wrung, much 


Weeping and lamenting , to the end 


I mightnot onely draw from thence 
ſut- 
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ſufficient comfort for my miſery and 
a(lition, but might allo recover my 
tormer hape of life and lalvation? 
What then ſhall I fay of my ſelf ? 


| And as for thee, thou didelt {o vehe- 


mently hatc and deceit them , that I 
could haxdly draw. thee by entceaties 
and. exhoxtations to hearken untg 
them and try there : and when thou 
heardeſtthem, with what other thing 
I pray thee weet thou takca and de- 
lighted ( for -1 beleech thee, call it 
to remembrance ) buc with a certain 

reat preſumption and promile of 
Ca 2 But becaule 2. a long 
tune they made many large and ve- 
hement diſcourles touching the er- 
rows of un-ki'full men (which every 
onerhat is but - meanly leaned can 
calily do) it was late before 1 came 
to the knowledge thereot. And it 
they delivered any thing unto us out 
of their own men, we thought there 
Was a neceflity to receiveand em- 
B 4 br ace 


T8 The Profir 


brace it, when as other things upon 
Which we might rely, occurred not : 
wherein they dealt with us as deccit- 
full Fowlers are wont to do , who 
rick down limetwigs by a waters 
ide, to the end they may deceive the 
thirſty Birds : for they op up, and 
ſome means or other they cover 
the other waters that are there 
abouts : or they drive the birds 
from thence with frights and fears, 
that -not by their own frec choiſc 
and efeRtion, bur meerly for neceſh- 
and want of water they may fall 
into their ſnares. But why do I not 
return this anſwer to my elf, that 
ſuchneat and pretty fimilitudes as 
thete, and tuch like reprehenfions 
may be both moſt civilly and moſt 
ſnappiſhly objected by any _— 
or adyer{ary whatſoever, againſt all 
thoſe that deliver any thing by 
reaching or inſtruction ? Bur yet for 
this caule 1 thought it nece{}ary to 
inlert 
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inſert ſome ſuch thing into thele my 
writings, that I may wam and ad- 
moniſh them thereby to leave off all 
ſuch manner of proceedings : to the 
end that (as a certain man aid) the 
toyes of common places being et a- 
fide, one thing may contend and 
ſtriye with another , one cauſe with 
another, one reaſon with - another : 
wherefore let them torbear to ſay , 
what they hold in a manner neceſla- 
xy to be ſpoken, when any one for- 
ſakes them that hath long been their 
hearer, The light is paſſed through 
him. For thou my greatelt care (tor 
] am not too folicius for them ) 
ſeelt how vain a thing this is,and how 
ealie a matter it is for any one to 
blame and reprehend ir; this there- 
fore I leave to thy wiſdome to be 
dilcufſed. For I am not afraid 1cR 
thou ſhouldeſt think that I was de- 
prived of light, when I was entang- 
led with a worldly lite , and had a 
B 5 re 
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remote and obſcure hope of a beau- 
titull wiſe, of the pomp of riches, of 
the yanity of honours, and of other 
hurtfull and pernicious pleatu res:for 
] ceafed not to defire and hope tor 
all theſe things ( as thou knowelt 

right well) when I was their follow- 

er and heard them artentiyely : not 
do I attribute this to their doctrine, 
for 1 contefle they diligently warned 
and admoniſhed me to beware of 

thele things : but to fay that Im 

now deſtitute of light , when as I 

have. akenated and withdrawn. my 

ſelf from all thele ſhadows and tem- 
blances of things, and have relolvcd 
$0 coment my felt with ſuch food 
oncly, as may feem neceſlary tothe 
health of my dody : and that I was 
enlightned and hining before, when 

I was addicted unto thoſe things 
and was inta with them, 1-the 
part of a man (to ſpeak in the mild- 
eft magner ) who kfle confiderately 


ponders 
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ponders the things of which he much 
defires to talk and ditcourlte, Bur if 


you pleale let us-.come to the matter. 
Cnayp, II. 


That the Manichees do condemn 
the old Teft ament. 


Howart not ignorant how the 

| Manichees reprehending the 
Catholick Faith,and etpecially rent- 
ing and tearing in pieces the old Te- 
tament, do moye and dilturb che 
unskiltull people : who truly know 

not how thole things are to be under- 
ltood, and how being taken they 

may profitably deicend and be con- 

veycd into the veins and marrow of 
tender fouls, And becaule there gc- 
Curre certain things in thole boaks 
which may give ſome offence ts 
thoſe that are ignoram. and caxeleſle 

ot themlclyes (as the greatelt part of 

the common people is) they may be 
plauy 
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plauſibly reprehended- and blamed , 
mn cannot be plauſibly defended by 
many , by reaſon of the myſteries 
which are contained therein ; and 
thole few that can do it, affe& not 
publick and open conflicts whereby 
todiyulge their fame and renown,and 
for this cauſe they are not known at 
all but unto thoſe orely, who with 
much care and diligence do ſeek and 
enquire afcer them:wherefore touch - 
ing this raſhnefle of the Manichees, 
in reprehending the Old Teſtament 
and the Catholick Faith, hear I be- 
ſeech thee, the things which moye 
and trouble me ; the which I defire 
and hope that thou wilt receive with 
ſuch an hearty mind and good will 
as by me they are delivered and ipo- 
ken ; for God, unto whom the {e- 
crets of my conſcience lie open and 
are manifeſt, knows, that I deal not 
malitiouſly in this ſpeech , bur as 1 
conceive, it ought to be underſtood 

| in 
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in proof of the truth, unto which 
long ſince I haye addicted my elf, 
and that with an incredible care and 
ſolicitude, leſt I ſhould erre and go 
altray with you, which 1 may eaſt- 
ly do ; when as to holg the ſame 
coutle with you, and yet to embrace 
and keep the right way, it is a mat=- 
ter (not to ſpeak too harſhly.) of ex- 
tream difhcultie, Buc I preſume that 
eyen in this hope which I have of 
your attaining together with me un- 
tothe way of wifdome , he, unto 
whom I have tonſecrated my elf, 
will not leave nor fortake me : when 
dayes and nights I endeavour to be- 
hold : and for that I perceive my 
ſelf ro beweak and infirm, by reaſon 
that the eye of my foul is for my 
finnes, and the cuſtome thereof 
wounded with the ſtripes of invete- 
rate opinions, I beg it oftentimes 
with weepingand tears, and as It 
happeneth unto mens eyes, which af- 
ter 
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ter the ſufferance of a long blind- 
nefle and darknefle are hardly open: 
they have a great detire to {cc light, 
and yet by their rwinckling and 
turning away, they retule to behold 
it, eſpecially if any one ſhould en- 
deavour to expole them tothe light 
of the Sun : fo it falls out with me at 
the preient, for I acknowledge that 
there is a certain unſpeakable and 
ſingular good of the toul,which may 
be teen and contemplated with the 
- mind, but I conteſſ> with tears in 
mine cyes and ſighs from my heart 
that I am not yet firnor able to be- 
hold it: wheretore the Divine good- 
refle Will not forlake me , if I fain 
nothing, if I ſpeak according tomy 
duty, it I loyc the truth, if 1 affect 
friendſhip, and if | cake a great care 
that thou mayelt not be deceived. 
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CUAaF. THI 


Of the four wayes of expounding 
| the Old Teſtament. © 


Hole that earneſtly deſire to 
know the Old Teitament , are 

to underſtand that it is taught and 
expounded after four manner of 
wayes : according to the Hiftory , 
according to the Enologie, - accord- 
ing tothe Amalogy, and according 
tothe Allegory. Think me not foo- 
liſh for uſmg Greek names : Firſt, 
for that 1 have to received , and I 
dare not deliyer this ctherwile unto 
thee then as L haye rcTeiyed : Next 
thou alto obleryeſt, that we haye no 
| utuall names for thee things : and it 
 Ihad framed any by-interpretation, 

1 ſhould be lefle apt to under- 
liood : and if I ſhould ule any cir- 
cumlocution, I ſhould be lefſe quick 
and lefle reagy in dilcourfing : chus 
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onely I intreat and beſeech thee to 
believe, that howloever I may erre, 
I do it not out of any arrogancy or 
pride. The Scripture 1s treated ac- 
cording tothe hiſtory when it is de- 
clared therein what 1s written , or 
what is done : and what 1s not done 
bur written onely as it were done , 
According tothe Etiology , when 
it is ſhewed thereby for what caule 
any thing is either done or ſaid. Ac- 
cording to the Analogy , when it is 
demontirated that the rwo Teſta- 
ments, the Old and the New, are 
not contrary the one unto the other . 
According to the Allegory, . when it 
is read therein that certain things 
that are written, ought not to be un- 
derſtood according to the letter, bur 
according to the figure. All theſe 
manner of wayes of alledging Scti- 

ture, haye been uſed by our Lord 

clus Chriſt and by the Apoliles . 


Hecited Scripture accarding to the 
Hi- 
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Hiſtory, when, unto thoſe that ob- 
jected that his Niſciples had pluck- 
| ed theears of Corn upon the Sab- 
bath day, he anſwered, Have ye not 
read what David did, when he was 
an hungred. and they that were with 
him : how he entred into the houſe of 
God and did eat the loaves of Propo- 
ſition (or Shew-bread) which it was 
not lawfull for him to eat , neither 
for them that were with him, but for 
Prieſts onely? Mat. 12. 1, 3, 4. 
I Sam. 21. 6. Exod. 29. 32, He 
alledged Scripture W_——__ the 
Etiology ,, when having forbidden 
the diſmiſſing of wives tor any caule 
but onely fornication, unto the Pha- 
riſces, who told him that Aoſes had 
given men leave to dilmifle them , 
having firf{ given them a bill of di- 
vorce, he laid : 7 his Moſes did for 
the hardneſſe of your hearts, Deut, 
24.1, Mat.19.8. for here a caule 
was rendred,why that was well per- 
mit- 
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mitted by Moſes for a, tune, tqthe 
end that this which Chriſt comman- 
ded might teem to ſhew and de- 
 man{trate other times, but to declare 

how the divine Proyidence hath 
with a certain, wondertull diſpoticion 
ordered and compoled the courts. 
and order gi theie tinics, Þ is a long: 
wok. Naw touching the Analugy, 
whereby appears the accord and 
conſent of both the Teltaments, what 
ſhall I fay, but that all thoſe have u- 
(cd; it, unto whole authority the Mas 
nichees do give place, when as t 

may conſider with themſelyes how 
many things they are wont to lay 
are thruſt into the divine Scripture 
by I know not what co:ruptcrs of 
the truth ? which I alwayes thought | 
to be an extream weak ipeech eycn 
when 1 heard and followed them : 
neicher was this my opinion onely , 
but thine alſo ( for I well remember 
K ) andit was-the opinion of us all 
who 
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who endeavoured to be formmewha*® 
more caretell and wary in judging » 
th:n was the common people and 
multitude of believers. And where- 
as they have expounded and decla- 
ied unto me many things that did 
much move and trouble me (name- 
ly thole wherein they baaticd and; 
bragged oftentimes: , aad that more 
abundantly becauſe: mare tecurely , 
as not having any adverſary to refalt 
and oppole them, 1 thipk they have 
{poken nothing more wnpudently or - 
(ro lpeak more mildly )with leflecir- 
cumipeCtion and more weaknefle , 
then that the divine Scriptures are 
falſified and corrupted : when as it 
ought but lately to have been done , 
and yet they cannot convince it to be 
lo, by any copies that are now ex- 
rant : for if they did ſay, that they | 
did not think that they oughtto re- 
ceive thote Scriptures at all, becauſe - 
they are written by tfuch Authours 
as 
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as they did not conceive to have 
written the truth, their pretence of 
rejzeting them would in ſome fort 
be more hidden ; - and their errour 
more humane and pardonable : for 
upon this ground they have rejected 
the book which is called the As of 
the Apoſtles :at which their proceed- 
ings, When I well weighit and con- 
Gar it with my ſelf, 1 cannot ſufh- 
ciently wonder and admire; for they 
wanted not onely humane witdome 
herein, but eyen a reaſonable and an 
different judgement t for that beok 
hath lo many things, which are like 
untothoſe which they do receiye,that 
it ſeems to me to be a great folly not 
to receive this allo, and if any thing 
dilpleafeth them therein, preſently to 
lay it is falſe and put in : now if they 
judge tuch a ſpeech to be” impudent 
(as indeed it is) why ſhould they 
conceiye tho!e things to delerye any 
credit and eltcem in S., Parl's Epi- 
ltics 
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ſiles, and the four books of the Go- 


ſpell, wherein I know not whether or 
no, proportionably ſpeaking , there 
be many more things then there 
could be in that book, which t 

would have men believe, to haye 
been thruſt in by falfifiers and cor- 
rupters? Bur this indeed is my opi- 
nion, which I requeſt thee to weigh 
and conſider with me , with a yery 


Clear and peaceable judgement: for 


thou art not ignorant how the Mani- 


 chees endeayouring to bringin the 


the perſon of their aurhour CAMarny- 
chexs into the number of the A 
{Ues, do fay that by him we have re- 
ceived the Hol Ghoſt , whom our 
Lord ood. to ſend to his Diſci- 
ples : if therefore they ſhould receiye 
thoſe eAtts of the Apoſtles where- 
inthe comming of che Holy Gholt 
evidently declared and ſet down, 
eA(t.1.2.they cauld find no ground 
to lay why that was inſerted and pur 
mn 
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in: for they pretend I know not what 
corrupters of the divine. books to 
have been before Aanichens his | 
time : and thathey were cortupred | 
by thvfe that deſired to ms 99k the 
law of the Jews with the jan va of 
Chrift ; bur this they carinot ſay of 
the Holy Ghoſt , unlefle peradven- 
ture they will affirm that the corru- 
prers could forerell things that were 
to corne, and thereupon did pur into 
cheir books that which might be 
produced againſt one Manichers 
who lometimes was to come, and 
who ſhould fay and averre that he 
had ſent the Holy Ghoft ; but ofthe 
Holy Ghott we mtend to fpeak 
more plainly hereafter; but now let 
us return to our former matter ; for 
I think that I baye ſufficiently de« 
monſtrated and ſhewn, that the hi- 
ſtoricall ſenſe is to be found in the 
Old Teftatnent ; and the Etiolo- 
vicall and Analogicall m the New *: 


it 
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it remains that I ſhew allo the Alle + 
ooricall therein. Our Redeemer 
himfelf alledgeth in the Goſpel an 
Allegory out of the Old Teſtamear, 
ſaying : This generation ſecketh «f- 
tera ſign, and none ſhall be gives 
unto it, but the fign of the Prophet 
Jonas : for as Jonas was three des 
and three nights in the Whales belly: 
ſo ſhall the Sonne of man be three 
aayes aud three nights in the heart of 
the earth. Mat.12.39 49. Jonas 
1.17, And what ſhall I ſay of the 
Apolile Paxl,who alſo in his 1 Ep. 
to theCorinthians c.10.to the 12.y. 
fhgmhes , that the hiltory it ſelf of 
Exodus was an Allegory of the 
Chriltian people that was to come ? 
Moreover Brethren. I «would not 
(laith tt) that ye ſhowld be. 1gnorant 
how that all onr Fathers were under 
the cloud, Exod. 13.2 1, Num. 14. 
14. Deut.1.33., Plal.78.14. and 
all paſſed through the ſea : Exod. 


14.22, 
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14.22, Joſh.4,23. Phl.78.13, 


and were all Baptized unto Moles 
in the cloud and inthe ſea: and did 
all eat the ſame ſpiritnall meat, and 
did all drink. v4 ſame ſpirituall 
drink_: ( for they drank of the ſpiri- 
tuall Rock, that followed them, and 
the Rock was Chriſt) but with ma- 
ny of them God was not well plea- 
ſed : Num. 24.28.and 26.65. for 
they were overthrown in. the wilder- 
neſſe. Now theſe things were our fi- 
gures ( or examples ) to the intem 
that we ſhould not luſt after evil 
things, as they alſo Inſted, Plalm, 
106.14. Neither let us worſhip I- 
dols, as ſome of them did, as itis 
written, Exod. 32.6. The people ſate 
down to eat and drink, ba roſe up to 
play. Neither let us commit fornica- 
tion, as ſome of them did, and there 
fell in one day three and twenty thous 
ſand men, Num.2'5.9. Neither let 
us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them 
& ROS tempted 
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tempted him, and were deff rojed by 
ſerpents. Numb.2 1.6. Neither let 
us murmure, as ſome of them mur- 
mured, and they periſhed by the dem 
ſtroyer. Numb. 14. 37. And all 
theſe things happened to thems in a fie 
gre (or » an example ) but they 
were written for our admonition up- 
on whom the ends of the world are 
come. Thelame Apolile uſeth allo 
a certain Allegory,which is much to 
our purpole, becauſe the Manichecs 
are wont to alledge it in their diſpu- 
cations, and boalf of it , When wri- 
ting tothe Galathiars he ſaith, Gal. 

4:22,23,24,2 5,26, For it is writ= 

tenthas eAbraham had two ſomes, 
the one by a bond-maid, Gen.16.15, 
the other by a free-woman,'Gen.2 1. 
2. but he that was by the bond-maid 
was borw according to the fleſh ; but 
he t hat was by the free-woman was 
born agcerding to promiſe : which 
things are ſaid by an Allegary : for 
C theſe 
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theſe are the two Teſtaments , the 
one from the mount Sina which gen- 
. artth to bondage, which is Agar 
- (for Sina is a monntain in Arabia 
adjuyning to Hieruſalem that now is) 

and ts in bodage with her children: 
But Hieraſalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of ns all, 
Hete therefore thoſe too too wicked 
men Whileft they endeayour to fru- 
Nrate the Law, do enfotce us to al- 

low and approye of thoſe Scriptures: 

for they diligently obſerye thar it is 
ſaid, that they are in bondage that 
areunder the Law, and they often 
alledpethat laſtaboye the reſt, Ga- 
lath. 5.4. Chrif 5s becoyne of nd tf- 
fett amo you that are juſtified by the 
Law, ye are falne from Grace, We 
Srant all theſe things to be true, nei* 
ther do we ſay ,thatthat Law is ne* 
ceſfary , but onely for #7 ofe unto 
whom bondage is yet profil abte and 
expedient ; and therefore that it = 
| 
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| cyen fools themſelves can perceive 
; and apprehend : from which whea 
| the grace of Chriſt doth free 'us, it 


doth not condemn that Law, bur ir 


invites us for the time to come to o- 
, bey his charity, and not to {exyeand 
; be ſubje& to the terrour of the Law. 
l For that is a Grace, that is tollty , 
1 a Benefit, which they chat yet dere 
- to be under-the bonds of the Law , 
- | do not underſtand thatthe Divine 
+ | Majclly hathimpanted unto them z 


Whom Pas! the Apoſtle doth de- 
feryedly reproye , as though they 
were Infidels , becauſe they did not 
believe that they are now freed by 
our Lord Jefus Chrift , from thac 
feryxude end bondage whercunto 
. : os they 
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they were ſubje& for a certain time 
by Gods moſt juſt order and diſpo- 
fing. Hereupon it is that the fame 
Apolle ſaith. Gal.3.24+ The lan 


ata PegAore Save unto men a 
Pedagogue whom they ſhould fear, 
who gaye them afterwards a maſter 
whom they ſhould loye : and yet 
neyertheleſſe in thoſe precepts and 
Commandments of the Law, 
(which it is not lawfull forChriftians 
now to uſe , ſuch as areeither the 
Sabbath or Circumcifon,or the Sa- 
crifices , and whatſoever is of that 
fort) logreat myſteries are contain» 
cd and comprehended , that eyery 
godly man may underſtand that 
there is nothing more pernicious and 
hurtfull , then that whatſoever is 
compriſed therein ſhould be under- 
ſtood according to the letter, thatis, 
to the native ſenſe of the words : and 


nothing more wholeſome and pro- 
 fitable, 
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fitable.then to have expounded ac- 
cording to the ſpirit or {pirituall ſenſe 
and unde: ſtanding : hence it is that 
the letter killeth, but the ſpirit quic- 
keneth or giveth life. 2 Cor. 3.6. 
hence it is, that i7 the reading of the 
Old Teſtament the ſelf ſame weil re- 
maineth untaken away, becauſe in 
Chriſt it is made void : verl. 14. for 
not the Old Tettament, but the veile 
thereof is made yoid in Chrilt,to the 


end that may be under{tood and 


| mademanite(tby him, which with- 


out him is hidden and obſcure ; and 
theretore the ſame Apoltle imme- 
diarcly after faith 2 But when thou 
ſhalt tern to Chriſt the weil ſhall be 
taken away, verl.16, but he doth 
not {ay that the Law or the Old 
Teſtament ſhall be taken away : 
they are not therefore taken away 
by our Lo: ds grace , as though un- 
profirable things lay hidden and 


were coyered there , but rather the 
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veil or-cover taken away, Where- 
with wholeſome and profitable 
things were coyered and kept cloſe, 
This is che benefit which they reap 
and rcceive, who with a fludious and 
2 deyout mind.and not with a trou- 
bled and wicked ſpirit, do feck after 
the ienle of thote Scriptures : and 
boththe order of things, and the 
caules of what is {aid and done,and 
ſo great an accord of the Old Fetta- 
ment with the New, even to the lat 
tictle, and fo great mylccries and fe» 
crets of figures are C:c1ly and plains 
ly demc..:tated ar.] fhewn * that all 
the things ther arc tovnd out by in- 
terpreting them, may enforce men to 
confefle and grant that they arc mi- 
{erable ard wretched. that will con- 
demn thele things, before they have 
attained to the knowledoe of them. 
Touchirs tl.vfe words of the A- 
polile - The letter kiileth , but the 
ſpirit quickxeth, as they arehere ex* 
pounded 


more conveniently in:his option? ex- 
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pounded by $S. Auguſtine, he pal- 
jeth this judgement, $hat , be did 


pound them in his book De SParftee 
& Litera . though this lcnle js not 
to be rejeed, Lib. I, Retrait. 
6.14. 


CHAP IY, 


Of three wayes whereby men fall 
into erronr. 


Hat for the preſent the depth 

and profoundneſte of knows 
ledge and ſcience being; ſet aſide, 1 
may lo treat with thee, as I think I 
ought to treat with my familiar 
friend, thar is, as well as I can, but 
not fo well as I have admired to ice 
very lcarned meg been able todo : 
there be three kinds of errour into 
Which men may fall when they reade 
any thing ; I will ſpeak of every one 
of them. The firſt kind is, when 
C 4. that 
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"that is thought to be truc which in- 
deed is falſe, and was thought to be 
Jo by the*Authour that wrote it. 
The ſecond kind not being of fo 
large an extent, yet no leſle — Saſſy 
able and hurefull then the former, is, 
when that which is falſe, is thought 
ro be true. and was thought to be (0 
by the Authour that wrote it. The 
third kind, is, when ſome truth is 
lcarned out of another mans wri- 
ting,which the Authour himſelf that 
wrote it, underltood not : in which 
kind there is no ſmall profit , yea if 
thou dolt conſider it attentively thou 
ſhalc find that the Reader gains unto 
himſelf the whole profic of the rea- 
_ ding. An example of the firlt kind 
is this ? If any one ſhould ſay ard 
| believe that Rhadamanthas hear- 
eth and judgeth in hell che caulesof 
the dead. becauic he read it in YVir- 
gils verles ; for this man erres two 


manner of wayes : firſt, for that he 
bc- 
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believeth that which he ought not 
to believe ; and ſecondly , for that 
the Authour which he read, is not 
thought to have believed it. An ex- 
ample of the ſecond kind may be 
this : becauſe Lycretizs writes. that 
the ſoul is made of atomes, and that 
after death it is difſolved into the 
ſame atomes and periſheth, if any 
one ſhould think that this is true, 
and that he ought to belieye it : for 
this man is not lefſe unhappy for 
perlwading himſelf certainly in fo 
oreat a Batter that to be true, which. 
indeed 1s falle, for that Lxcretias » 
by whole books he was deceived » 
was of that opinion ; for what doth 
It avail him to be certain of the Au- 
thours opinion , when as he: hath 
made choile of ſuch an authour,not 
by whom, but with whom he might 
erre and be deceived ? An example 
of the third kind is this : if any one 
laying read ſome place in Epicuras 
| C5 his 


IS 
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his works wherein he praiſech con# 
rinency, ſhould'affhrm, That he plas 
ced the chiefefk good and felicity in 
Virtue ; and that therefore he ought 
not to be blamed nor reprehended ; 
now though Epiriras believes that 
the chiefeſt happinefle of man con- 
ſiſts in corporall pleaſures, yet what 
rejudice doth this man receive and 
Fain by his errour , when as he 
holds not ſo filr}fy and hurrfull an 
opinion,nor tor any other caliſe is lie 
pleaſed with Epicnras, bur for that 
e conceives him not to haye held {6 
bad an opinion as ought not indeed 
to haye been held arid maintained ? 
this errolſr, is not onely Hiutmane and 
pardonable, bur alſo oftentimes moſt 
Worthy of a man : for what if a 
man ſhould make me this relati- 
on touching ohne of my loving 
friends. that my friend when he was 
come 'to nians eflate , told him in 
The hearing of many , that His in- 
fancy 


<< 
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: fancy and childhood had been fo 
Fr pleating and delightfull unto him , 
N | that even he ſwore he would lead 
N ff 'facha life afterwards : and that T 
3 | had received ſuch certain proots of 
te | the truth of this matter, that I 
I | couldnot without ſhame and impu- 
dency deny it: ſhould I ſeem'wor- 
{ thy of blame and reprovt, if TL 
Tt | ſhould think that when he laid this, 
he meant and intended 'to fignifte 
ie thereby, that he took much delight 


in an innocent life, -and a mind ali- 


10} enated from thot appetites and de- 
r fires wherewith mankind is wont 
?'] tbe inyolyed, and thereupon my 
1d love and affeRtion towards him 
0 ſhould be muctrincrealed, although 


perhaps the young man having been 
fooliſh in his tender age, had great- 
'p ly affeRed a certain liberty in play- 
ng and cating and ſluggiſh -544 ? 
Ny for luppoſe he had died after I had 
receiyed this relation touching him , 


and 
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and no body could be found that 
could tell me what his judgement 
and opinien was herein : would a- | 
ny one be ſo miſchieyous and wic- 
ked, as to fall out and be ang 

with me for praifing his reſolution 
and intention according to the intel- 
ligence which had been delivered } 
and imparted unto me? Yea what | 
if a juſt yaluer and eſteemer of 

things ſhould perhaps make no 
difhculty to praiſe and commend 
my good will and opinion, for that 
I was taken and delighted with ir- 
nocency, and being a man would 
rather frame a good' conceit of an- 
other man in a doubttiili matter, 
eyen when he ſpake o'herwiſe then 
he ought to haye done ? 


P, 
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CHAP. V, 

Of the truth of the Holy Scripture. 

Ow thou haſt heard the three 


kinds of errour into which men 
may fall that reade any thing * hear 
allo lo many conditions and difter- 
ences of the ſame Scriptures, for it 
1s neceſſary that ſo many do occurre; 
for either ſome one hath-written a 
profitable work, and another doth 
not rightly and profitably under- 
ſtand it : or the writer and the reader 
have both beſtowed their labours 
unprofitably ; or the reader doth 
well and rightly underltand, bur the 
Authours AG is uſelefſe and un- 
I3p> 4 Of theſe three kinds the 

rſt I difallow not, the laſt I efleem 
not: for whether can I blame an Au- 
thour whoſe work is not well and 
nghly underſtood, if he be no way 
guilty of that fault, nor can I be 
troubled 
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troubled to fee an Authour read that 
hath not Known the truth, when I 
{ce that his readers do receive no 
hurt nor prejudice thereby :- where- 
fo:e, there is one kind thac is moſt 
approyed, and is moſt purged and 
cleanled from errour, which is, when 
not onely good works are ſer forth, 
but are allo well and rightly unders 
food by their readers ; [yer norwithe 
fianding that allo is divided into 
two kinds, and it is not wholly tree 
fromerrour : for ic happeneth often- 
times that the writer hath a good 
meaning, and the reader hath fo too, 
but another then he, and oftentimes a 
beccer conceit , oftentimes a lower, 
and yet one that is commodious and 
= table : but when as we attain to 
the true ſenſe and meaning of the 
Authour which we reade; and the 
work much conducech to the leading 
of a good life, the truch appearsa- 
bundantly therein, and there is no 
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kind and to poſterity, Now I would 
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4p nor paflage that lies open to 
Elthood a deceit, This Find 15 
very ſeldome tobe found, when the 
dilcourfe is about things that are ex- 
tremely hatd and obſcure ; neither in 
my opinten can it beclearly and ma=- 
niteſtly known:, but onely be belie- 
ved: for by what proofs or argu- 
merts can 1 to perfectly gather what 
the will of a tnaa is, that is abſent or 
dead, that I can ſwear and take m 

oath what itis : when as if he wete 
asked ceyen being preſent.there might 
be many things which he might molt 
officiouſly conceal and hide, als 
though he were not a wicked man? 
but to know "the quality of the Aus» 
thour I think ir nothing ayails to the 
khowledge of the matter : yet ne- 
yertheleſſe he highly defervesto be 
reputed and efteemed to be a good 
man, who by his books and writings 
affords preat affiſtance unto man- 


haye 
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have the Manichees to tell me in 
which kind they place the errour 
( which they conceive) of the Ca- 
tholick Church. 7f in the firſt it isa 
orieyous fault indeed, but we need 
not leek farre ro know how to defend 
it ; forit is ſuſficient to deny that we 
under(tand it, as they concertye, when 
they inveigh againſt it. f in the le- 
coud, 1t 15 no lefſe 'grieyous, bur the 
ſame words will terye to confute it. 
If inthe third, itis no tault at all. 
Goto then, and hereafter conſider 
the Scriptures themlelyes : for what 
do they obje&t againſt the books 
which are ralled the Old Teſtament? 
do they ſay that they are good, but 
that we do not well and rightly un- 
derſtand them ? bur they themlelycs 
receive them not. Do they ſay that 
on are neither good, nor rght| 

underſtood by us ? but this is Mi 
ciently convinced by the former de- 
tenſe ; or will they fay,that we _ 
d| 
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ly underſtand them , but that the 
books be naught ? what is this, bur 
to acquit and ab(olve their living ad- 
verlaries, with whom they are in de- 
bate, and to accule thole that are for- 
merly dead, with whom they have 
no contention nor ſtrife? Verily 
do believe that all the works which 
thole men left to poſterity, were pro- 
heably written, and that they were 
great and yery holy men, and that 
that Law was made and publiſhed 
by Gods will and command : and 
alchough my skill and knowledge 
be but very little in books of that 


Kind, yer this [can eabily prove to be 


true unto one that bears an equall 
and an impartiall, and not an obſtt- 
nate and a refractory. mind ; and / 
will do it, when thou wilt afford me 
an attentive and a courteous hearing, 


> and mine own occaſions Will per- 


mit. But now is it not fuſhcient for 


me, howloever that buſineſle goes, 
nor 
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not to. have been begniled nor de- di 
cerycd:. tO 
p: 

C- H A P, VI. p 

That the holy Scripture ts firſt to x 
be loved before it can be p 
learned. L 

f 


Honoratius, I call mice owh 
Q conſcience and God, who ins 
habits pure (ouls, to witneſle, thc [ 
judge and eltecm nothing to be more 
w:iz nothing more chalte, notiur 
- mor? rel.gious then all thoſe Scri- 
peurcs be, which under the name of 
the OldTeſtamcant,are held and ems 
braced by the Catholick Church. I 
know thou admirelt ro hear me talk 
thus, for / cannot dilguile nor dil- 
{emble the marter, we have been cx- 
horted and perſwaded to believe far 
otherwiſe : but cruly. a raſher at 
cannot be committed ( raſhnefle be- 
mga fault unto which we were ad- 


dicted 


le- 


ir 
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difted being yer bur children ) then 
to forſake the judgement of the Exe 
poſitettrs of any kind of books who 
profetſe that they can receive them , 
and can teach and deliver them to 
their diſciples : and to require their 
judgement and opinion of them , 
who being conſtrained, I know not 
for what cauſe haye denounced a 
molt ſharp and bitter warre aginſt 
their airhcurs ard compilers? ard 
that 1 may ſpeak of thole ſcierces 
whe:cin perÞ2ps a Render may cire 
v.i.nout any hciro'1s crime or 0s 
fence, WO EVCTL thought that the 
expotition of the profound and ob-= 
{cure books of Ariſtotle ought tO 
be received from his enemy ? or 
who being defirous to leam the Ge- 
ometry ot Archimedes, would take 
Epicxris to be his niafter , againſt 
Which ke diſputed very [titfely and 
exg2:!s7, and yer (as | conceive) he 
ucdeittood noming thereat ? Are 

thole 
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tholeScriprures of the law moſt plain 
and cafſic.againſt which they proceed 
with violence in yaia and to no put- 
pole, astnough they were expoled 
and lay open to the capacity ot the 
' common people? I think theſe men 
are like tothat woman which they 
themielyes do laugh at and deride, 
who being angry to hear: the prar 
ſes of the tunne.and to have it recoms 
mended unto her by a certain Manir 
chean woinan to be worſhipped, as 
the was religiouſly ſimple, tarts up 
upon a ſudden, and ſtamping often 
upon the place, which the funne with 
his beams had enlightned thorough 
a window, bevan to cry out, Bc- 
hold I contemna and tread under 
toot the lunne and thy God. That 
this was done altogether fooliſhly, 
and like unto a woman, no man can 
deny : but do not thole men 1teemto 
reſemble her, who caſting forth vi- 
olent ſpeeches and curles againſt the 
things 
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things they underſtand not, neither 


why they were written , nor what 


2d | manner of things they be ( which 
he leem as thogh the y wcre loW and 


contemptible, but to them rhat un- 
: derftand them they are tubtile and 
, divine) think to receive ſome bene- 
fit thereby, becauſe unskilfull men 


41 
. | do countenance and applaud them ? 
- Þ believe me whatloever is contained 
of thole Scriptures. 15 high and di- 


in | VIOC 3 there 1s truth alcogether in 
'P them, and moſt fit inſtrugion both 
..y | for the amending and reforming 
P | mens minds : and it is certainly 1o 
2. | Welldigeſted and ordered, that Eve- 
ry.one may receive from thence that 
Which i3 ſufficient for himſelf, if he 
comes prepared to take it with ſuch 
pier and deyotion, as true Religi- 
on Goth require. Should I go abour 
to prove this unto thee I mult al- 
he | {<dge many reatons, and entertain 
oc | mee with a longer diſcourle : for 
firſt 
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firſt I muſt perlwade thee not to 


hate the Authours them(elyes , and Þ 


then to love them 2: and this I nwft 
eftect by duy other means . rather 


then by expounding their opinions 
and ho doe gr hetefore i 
wedid hate Virgsl, yea it we did 
not love him upon the commendati- 
on of our Predcceſſours before we 
underſtood him, we ſhould never be 
fatisfied in thole innumerable que 
tions touching him wherewith 
Grammarians are wont to be much 
perplexed and troubled : nor ſhould 
We give care to any man that could 
refolve thoſe queſtions to his honout 
and praiſc,bur we ſhould give counr 
tenance and ſhew fayour-unto him 
who by thoſe queſtions would en 
deavour to ſhew that he erred and 
doted; but now when as many met 
do labour to expound them , and 
that after divers manners, and eye 
one according to his $kill and abi- 
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licy, they receive the chiefeſt com- 


- menGation and applaute, by whoſe 


expoſtions ne is found to be a bet- 
ter Poet, and he is concetyed and 
belicved even by thoſe that under- 
{tand him not, not onely to haye 
committed no fault nor errour, but to 
h:ciaid nothing which doth not 
delerve much glory and praiſe : and 
thrrefore if a Maſter fails but in a 
im2ll queſtion, and knows not what 
to ar.f\ver, we are rather angry and 
ofcnded with him, then we will 
conceive that by any fault commir- 
trd by Afxro he ts filent and dumb : 
but if a Maſter ſhould in his own 
defence, affirm that fo oreat an Au- 
thour hath committed a fault, he 
would looſe {5 much credit and re- 
puration thereby , that his fcholars 
would hardly cominue with him e- 
yen though he ſhould hyre them 
with wages and rewards . How 
great a matter Were it for us to give 
{0 
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ſo much credit to thoſe Writers by 
waoſe mouthes the Holy Ghol 


hath ſpoken as mc9gr confirmed | 
by a long continuance oth teltifie | 


and declare ? but we forſooth being 
very wiſe young men, and wonder- 
tull ſearchers of reatons, not having 
ſo much as peruſed chole books.nor 
ſought ont Malters to expound 


them unto us, nor ſomewhat accu« | 


. ſed our own ſlowneſle hetein , nor 
held them to haye any judgement 
or underſtanding who athrmed that 
thole works had for a long time 
been read, kept and expounded 


thorough the whole world, though 


that no credit was to be given unto | 


them, being moved by their words, 
who were their enennes and offend- 
ed with them, by whom we were 
enforced with a falle promile of rea- 
{on to belieye and embrace unheard 
of millions of fables and tales. 


CHAP. 
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Cua?P, VII. 


| That we ought not to judge raſh- 

ly of the holy Scriptures: and 
how and with .what care and 
dilrgence the true Religion 15 to 


be ſought for. 


th 

Ut now if I can, I will ae- 

compliſh that which I have 
begun, and I will treat with chee 
after {fuch a ſort, that in the mean 
time I will not expound the. Ca- 
tholick Faith', but I will ſhew un- 
to them that haye a care of their 
ſouls ſome hope of divine truic, 
and of finding out the Truth, to 
the end they may ſearch out the 
” | great mylteries and fecrets of Faith, 
f He that ſeeks after the true Re- 

ligion , doth Without doubt ci- 
ther believe already that the 
Soul is immorcall , unto whom 


; D - that 
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that Religion may be. rommodious 


and profitable, or he deſires to find 


her to be ſo in the ſame Religion; | 


and therefore all Religion is for the 
ſouls {fake : for the nature of the by- 
dy howloever it doth pur him to no 
care and folicitude, eſpecially after 
death, whole ſoul hath taken a courſe 


by which it may become bleſſed, | 
Wherefore true Religionif there be | 
any, was either onely one chiefly in- | 


{tituted for the ſouls fake : and this 
joul erres and tis fooliſh, as we fee un- 
till ſhe gets and poſſeſſes wildome, 


2nd that perhaps is the true Religion, | 


if 1ſeck out and enquire the caule of 
her erring, 1 find it to be athing 
Which is extremely hidden and ob- 
{cure. Bur do I fend thee to fables? 
or do I enforce thee to believe any 
thing raſhly ? 7 fay our ſoul bog 
entangled and drowned in errour an 
folly, ſeeks after the way of ven- 
ty and truth, if there be any ſuch » 


D 
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be found, if thou findelt not thy (elf 


| thus inclined and diſpoſed, pardon 


me; and make me 7 pray thee, parta- 
ker of thy wiidome : but if thou 
doeft, let 15, 7 beleech thee, both t9- 
other teek out the trath. [magire 
with thy ſelf that no not c: had as 
yet been given unto us, nor no inf1- 


| nuation made umto us of any Reli- 
| gion whatloever. Behold werunder- 
| take a new work ,-and a new buſi- 


neſſe. Profeflours of Religion are 
I'believe to be ſought for, if there be 
no ſuch thing. Suppoſe then that we 


| have found men of divers opinions, 


and in that diverfity feekigg to-draw 


| | every one unto them ; but that in the 


mean time, fome among(lt theſedo 
ſurpaſſe the reſt in renown of tame, 
and in the poflefſion of almoſt all 
people. Whether they embracethe 
truth or no it is a great queſtion ; but 
are they not firft ro be examined and 
tried, that fo long as we ere ( foras 
D 2 men 
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men we are ſubject to errour ) we 
may leem to erre with mankind it 


ſelf ? butthou wilt ſay, Truth isto | 


be found but amonglt a few certain 
men: if thou knowelt aan # whom 
it is, why then thou knowelt already 


What it is. Did not / lay a lindets | 


fore that we would feek after the 


truth, as —_ we were yet igno- þ 
t if by a= force of | 
truth thou doeſt conjeCture thath 


rant thereof ? 


there be but few that in 11598 | it, and 
et thou knowelt not who they be, 


what if thoſe few do lead and rule 


the multitude by their authority, and 
candive into: thefſecrets, and myſte- 


ries of faith, and can make them | 


a manner plain and manifelt? do.ye 

not ſee how few attain to the height 
of eloquence, and .yet the {chools ot 
Rhetoricians do make a great ngjl 
throughout the whoſe , world, wi 
companies of young men-?, Do. 


thoſe that defis te to become. g 
"ora- 
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oratours, being terrified with the 


multitude of unskilfull men , think 
that they ought to addict themlelves 


| rather to the (iudie of the orations of 


( xcilins and Eracins, then to thole 
of Tullns Cicero? all men aftet the 
things that are (trengt hened and coa- 


| firmed by the authority of their an- 


celtours. The ſimple tort of people 


"© endeavours to learn thole things 


tf 


Gnls— ny 


L". Km TY ww 


- 
” 


R_ —— WW” > —, TY > 


Which a few learned men haye deli> 
vered unto them to be leamed : but 
very few there be that atcain unto 
great eloquence, fewer there be that. 
pra«tile it, but feweſt of all char 
grow eminent and are tamous. What 
it true Religion be tome tuch thing? 
what if a multitude of ignoranc 
people trequents the Churches, ir is 
no proof nor argument, that there- 
tore none are made perfect by thoſe 
myſteries? and yerit lo few ſhould 
ſtudic eloquence , as there are few 
that become cloquent , our parents 

D 3 would. 
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wauld never think it fit to hayeus 
recommended unto ſuch maſters, 
When as therefore the multitude, 
which abounds with a number of un- 
$kiitull people.inyites us to theie fiu- 
dies. 8. makes us carnefily to afte&t 
that which few do obtain , why will 
wenot” admit that we haye the like 
cauie in Religion, the which - perad- 
venture Wc contemne and deſpile to 
the great perill and hazard of our 
{ouls ? for if the moſt true and, moſt 
ſincere worſhip of God , thought 
be but amongſt a few, yet it 1s 4- 
moneſt thoſe with whom the multi- 
rude, though wholly addiRed to 
their appetitcs and defires, and farre 
from the purity of knowledec and 
underRanding, doth conlent and a- 
gree, which without all doub: may 
come to paſſe : [ ask, what an{wer 
are we able to give if any one ſhould 
reprove our 1aſhnes & folly.for that 


haying a oreat Care to find out the 


cruc 
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true Religion; we donot diligeatly 
| fearchit out amongtt the maſters and 

teachers thereof 2? if £ ſhould ſay the 
| multitude hathdifcoura ged me. Why 
then hath it not diſheartened men 
from the (tudy of the liberall tcieaccs 
which hardly yields any profit to 
this pretent life? why nor from ſceking 
after money and getting wealth? why 
rot from obtaining dignities and bo- 
nours? moreover, why noc from reco= 
vering and preferying health? finally, 
why not from the defire of a bleſſed 
& an ha ppy lite ? in all which affairs 
| though many men be imployed, yet 
few there be that ate eminent and 
excel}, Yon will tay that the books 
of the Old Teſtament ſeemed to con- 
tain ablurd things. Who are they 
that affirm it ? namely enemies, tor 
What cauſe or realon they did it. is 
nt now the queſtion; but yer they 
were enemies, you will tay when you 
read them you underftood fo much 


D 4 by, 


mk” 
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by our own reading. Is it fo in+ 


deed ? if thou hadſt nc skill in Poe- 


trie at all rhou durſt not take in hand | 


Terentianus Manrus Without a 
maſter ; eAſper, Cornut us. Donatus, 
and a multitude of other Authcurs 
are thought requiſite for the under» 


{tanding of any Poet, whoſe verſes | 
deſerve no greater elteem then the | 
approbation and applauſe of a ſtage: | 


and thou without a guide doeſt un- | 


dertake to' reade thole books, and 
without a malter dareſt paſle thy 
judgement upon them, which, how- 


loever they be , arc notwithſtanding | 


by the confeſſion of almoſt all man- 


kind, publiſhed to be holy and re- | 


leniſhed with divine matters : nor 
if thor findeſt fome things therein 
which ſeem urito thee abturd, dot 
thou rather accule the dulnefle of thy 
wit. and thy mind corrupted with 
the infection of this world ( as the 
minds of all tools are) then thole 


books 


&* , * 
J J- ; "6 Þ : > 
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books which peradyenture by tich 
kind 6{' mencannot be well concei- 
ved and underſtood. Thou ſhould(t 
do well to teck out a man both pious 
and learned, or one that 1s eſteemed 
and reputed fo: to' be, by the appro- 
bation and conſent of many ; by 
whoſe inftruftions thou mighteſt be- 
come better , and more expert and 
| Skiltull by his learing. Such an one 
 ( faiſt thou ) was not cafie to be 
found : it would be ſome labour and 
trouble to ſeek him. T here was none 
luch in the land: wherein thoudid(t 
dwell. If fo; what cauic could more 
ofitably enforce thee to trayell ? * 
if he lay hid in the continent or firm 
land, or were not there at all ; thow 
ſhouldit fail beyond ea : if he were 
not there to be tound by the ſhore, 
thou ſhouldett make a voyage even 
untothole lands, wherein the thin 
which are contained in thole books: - * 


are {aid and reported to have been: 
D 5 done.. 
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done. O Honorat ws have we done 
any ſuch thing ? and yet when we 
were but moſt wretched and (illy 
boyes we did at our own plealure, 
and in our own judgement, condemn 
a Religion, and that perhaps a molt 
holy one ( for I ſpeak , as yet, as 


though ſome doubt were to be made 


thereof ) whole fame and renown 


hath already poſlefſed the whole | 
world. What if the things which | 
feem in thoſe Scriptures Mifenſive to | 


ſome that are ignorant and unskil- 
full, be for this caurie fo written and 
fer down, that when frch things are 


read as egree n& with the ſenſe of | 
all ſorts of men, but much lefle with | 
gheirs that are holy and wile, we may | 
with more care and diligence ſeek | 


out a ſecret and hidden meaning 
thereof ? doelt thou not fee how men 
labour to interpret the paſtorall Ca- 
tamite, upon whom the rough ſhep- 
herd poured out his affeRions : _ 

OW 
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how they affirm that the boy Alex- 
4 ( upon whom Plato 1s allo ſaid to 
have made ſome loye-verfes) fſigni- 
hes I know not what great and my- 
ſerious matter, butthat it ſurpaſſech 
the judgement and underſtanding of 
unskiltull men : when as indeed that 
Poet abounding in his inventions 
may withour any dercftable crime or 
offence be conceived to have pub- 
liſhed laſcivious ſongs ? but were we 
indeed hindred and withdrawn from 
tecking out the trne Religion, cicher 
by the publiſhing of ſome law a+ 
cainſt it, or by the power of them 
that oppole it, or by the contempt- 
ible ſhew and appearance of men de- 
dicated to the feryice of God, or by 
any baſe or difhoneſt report ; or by 
the newneſſe of the inſticution, or by 
ſome hidden profeflion thereof? No, 
no, none of theſe things did with- 
draw and hinder us: all laws both 
diyine and humane do permit men to 
7 leck 
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eek out the Catholick faith, and 


certainly it is lawtull according to 
humane law to hold & embrace it, if 
ſolong as we erre, we be uncertain of 
the divine law.. We have no enemic 
that puts any fright or terrour into 
our weaknes: although truth and the 
jalvation of our ſouls, if ir be ſought 
after,where it is lawful to ſeck it with 
molt ſafety; and it cannot be found, 
ought to be enquired for with any 
danger and hazard whatſoeyer ; the 
degrecs of all powers & dignities do 
moſt deyoutly impare their ſervice 
unto this ſacred and divine worſhip: 
and the very name of Religion 1s 
moſt honourable, ar.d hath a very 
orcat clteem and renown. What 
hindereth us then at laſt to ſeek out 
carefully, and toexamine witha pis 
ous and diligent ſearch , - whether 
here be that truth which though few 
do know and retain after the fincereſt 
manner, yet the fayour ard good 
Wi ct a1 raticrs. doth conſpite 


0s 
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therein ? All this being {o, unagine 
| (as-I laid ) that we now make our 
| firſt enquiry what Religion we 
ought to embrace, both for the clean- 
fing and reforming of our ſouls. 
| Without doubt we muſt take onr be- 
| gimning from the Catholick, Church, 
tor there are now more Chriltians. 
| then if the Jews were joyned with 
| the worſhippers of idols, And where- 
1« of the ſame Chriſtians there be 
arvers hereſies, and all would have 
themſelves thought to be Catholicks, 
and do call others beſides themſelves 
| hereticks ; the Church t one, as all 
do grant, greater in multitude, if 
| thou conſidereſt the whole world, and 
| ( as thoſe that know do affirm) more 
ſincere in tr#th then all the reſt ; but 
| 4s for truth it is another queſtion. 
But that which u ſufficient for thoſe 
that ſeek. it, 15, that the Catholick. 
Church is one upon which other here- 
fres do 1mpoſe. divers names, when as. 
| every 
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every one of them 15 called by its pro- 


per name, which it dares not dem; | 


whereby we may unaerſtand by the | 


Tndgemen [4 of \ PW | ;bityatonrys not 
hindred by any favour, unto whom 


the name Catholick_. which all ſeek | 
after, ought to be attr:buted. But | 
leſt chat any one ſhould think that } 


this thing ought to be debated with 
much babling or ſuperfluous dil- 
\ Courle, there is one Church indeed 
wherein eyen the humane Laws are 


after a fort Chriftian. Yet I will 


have ne preocupation of judgement 


to be drawn from hence, but [ judge þ 


itte be a moſt fit beginning for the 
ſeeking out of the truth. For there 


1$n0 fear leaſt rhe true worſhip of | 


God relying upon no force 
of its op as kgs o whe in 
need tobe upheld and fu pported by 
them whom # ought to tuſtain and 
ſupport : but cerramly it were a per * 
fect happineſie, if the Truch _ 
-CTNETIE 
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there be found, where with molt ſe- 
curity it may be fought and retain- 
ed : but if it cannot, it ought to be 
ſought for in another place , whac 
danger and perill foeyer be in- 


curred. 


= ow ———_ 
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Of the way to the mſtruſtion of pr= 
ety, and of the wonderfull pains 
Saint eAnguſtine took, to find 


it oftt. 


Aving. thus reſolved and de- 

| & termined theſe things, which in 
my opinion are fo right: and uſt, . 
that I ought to preyail in that cauſe 
with thee , whofoever were againſt 
1: : I wull recount unto thee as well 
as 1 can, what courſe I took to find 
out the true Religion , when as I 
{ought it with fuch a mind and re- 
ſolutzon as I have now declared,that 
Kc ought to be fought for, When 1 
| was 
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was departed from thee beyond the 


Sea, now ſtaggering and doubting 
; What I ought ro embrace and what 
' to reject (which doubting daily en- 

crealed in me from thertime that I 

oaye ear unto that man , Whole 

coming unto us, was as thou know- 
elt) promiſed as from heaven, for 
the relolving of all the difhculties 

wherewith we were troubled, and 1 

knew him to be a man like other 

men, but onely that he was cloquent, 

I held a great debate and deliberati- 

on with my ſelf being now in Iraly, 

not Whether I-ſhould- continue ig 
that ſc&t into which I was ſorry and 
grieved that I had taln, but by whac 
means I might find out the truth, 
for the loye whercot thou canſt bear: 
me witnefſe , how I fighed and 
groaned. I was often of an opinion 
that it could not be found out, and 
the great wayes of my thoughts 
and-cogitations moyed me to aflent. 
to 
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to the Academicks . Oftentimes-a» 
| gain when 1 conſidered as: well as 
| 1 could, that the mind of man is en- 
| dued with ſuch viyacity and natu- 
rall (trength , with tuch wildome 
| and ſharpneſſe of wit, and with 
| ſuch quicknefſe of judgement and 
underſtanding , I- did not think 
| that Truch could \lye hidden 
! and be concealed, bur onely that | 
{ the manner of Seeking it was hid- 
| den and unknown , and that that 
manner was to be received from 
lome Divine Authority, it re- 
| mained that I ſhould enquire what 
| that Authority was, when as 1n 
| lo great Diſſenſfions and diverſt- 
| ty of Opinions every one did pro- 
| miſe that he would Teach and de- 
liver jt, Whereupon there oc- 
curred unto me an intricate Wood 
or Labyrinth into which it was * 
very tedious and irklome to en- 


ter; and my mind, remaining relt- 
I:fle 
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leſſe amengſ thele things, was toſ- 
icd to ard fro with a great deſire 


of finaing out the truth : yet neyer- | 


thelefſe by little and little 1 brake | 


oft from their company more and 


more whom I had aheady purpos þ 
ſed to forlake, and there was no-- | 
thing now remaining 1n fo great pe- | 


oO 


rits and dangers, but that with tears | 
and pittifull words, 1 ſhould belcech | 


the Divine Providence to aſlilt and 


help me; and this I did deliyer gent- | 


ly and carefully, and now I was a 


ing! haben hu lame dilutions 


had with the "Biſhop of Millan 


S. Ambroſe, 1. 5. conf.c. 14.10 | 
that not without tome hope I del 
red to enquire many things touching | 
the Old Teitament, which (as thou | 
knowelt) being dilcommended and FP 


diſpraifed unto us we abhorred and 
* detelied. And I had relolved to re- 
main 10 long 2 Catechumen in rhe 


Church unto which I was delivered | 


by 
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by my parents , untill 1 could fand 
ou: that which F defired , or could 
| perivwade my felf that it ought not 
{ to be fought for. Wherefore it 
| there had been any one then , that 
| could haye taught me, he might 
| have found me a moſt apt chollar 
| and very docible. eAfter this man- 
| ner ardwith the like Care and an- 
| xiety of thy ſoul thou ſceſt that thou 
haſt been long troubled and afflicted, 
| and if thox ſeemeſ? to thy felf fo 
have been already ſufficiently toſſed , 
ana woi!aejt Viake an tra 0 ineje 
labours and pains : Follow the way 
| of the Catholick, Diſcipline, which 
| hathproceeded from ( hriſt himſelf 
| by his Apoſtles even unto us, 4 
| from hence ſhall deſcend and be con- 


veyed to poſt erity, 
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.Cnapr. IX. 


Of (redvlity. 


'T Hou ſayeſt my advice is fooliſh 
and ridiculous, ſeeing that all | 
men do make it their profefſionto | 
embrace and deliver Catholick do- Þ 
ctrine. That all Hereticks do pro*- | 
feſſe this 1 cannot deny , bur after || 
ſuch a manner,that unto thoſe which | 
they encice and allure unto them, Þ 


they promite to givea reaſon for the 
molt hidden and moſtoblcurethings: 
and chiefly for this caule they blame 


and reprehend theCatholick Church, 


becaule thole thar a pproch and come 


unto her are commanded to believe: | 


but they glory and boaſt that they 


umpole not upon their followers the | 
yoke of Faith and Relieving, but o- +| 


pen unto them the fountain it lelt of 
teaching and inſtruction, What 
(layſt thou) could be uttered or (po- 


ken 


t] 
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| ken more redounding to their praiſe 
and commendation ? It is not ſo. 
This they promite having no power 
nor ability to perform it, bur that 
the name and pretence of reaſon they 
| may winne and allure much compa- 
| nyuntothem ; for the foul of man 
| naturally _ at the promiſe 
of reaſon, and not having regard to 
her own forces and weakneſle, by a 
defire ſhe hath to cat the meats of 
thole that are in health ( which are 
not prudently given to the infirm ) 


ſhe haſtily talls upon the poylon of & 


the deceivers. Bur as for true Reli- 
gion it can by no means be well and 
rightly received without fome 
weighty command and force of au- 
thority, unleſſe. thole things be fartt 
believed, which eyery one may at- 
terwards attayn unto, and learn if he 
carries hinelf well, and bethoughr 
worthy of-ic.Perhaps thou requrelt 
lome reaſon hereof, whereby thou 
maylt 


70 The Profit 
mayſt be induced and perſwaded 


to believe that thou oughtelt not | 
ſooner to be taught by reaton , then | 


by Faith and Belief. Which I can 


eaſily give unto thee, if thou wilt ac- | 
cept and receive it from me with an Þ 
equall and impartiall mind. But tha: 
it may commodiouſly be done, I | 
would have thee as it were /anlwer 

to ſuch queſtions as 1 ſhall propole Þ 
unto thee. And firſt of all I would | 


have thee to tell me: why dot thou 
concetye that we ought not to Be 
lieye ? Becaule (fayſt thou) credu- 
lity it ſelf, from whence men arte 
called credulous, ſeems unto me to 


be a certain vice, elſe it would not | 


be a cultome to object this name by 
way of reprech. For if a fuſpiti- 


ous man be culpable and faulcy, be- } 


caule he tuſpects things not certain” 
- 15 590 : much more doth a cre- 

ulous man delerye to be blamcd, 
who differs herein from a fuſ; pitious 
man 
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man, that he that is ſulpitious ma« 
keth ſome doubt in unknown things, 
but he that is credulous makes none 
atall. In the mean time I admit of 
this opinion and thisdiftintion; bur 
thou knowelt allo that we donot ſay 
a man is curious but by way of 
taunt and reproch, bur when we call 
a man {tudiovs, we ſpeak it in his 
praile and commendation : where- 
fore if you pleaſe, mark what dif- 
ference you conceiye to be between 
theſe two. Thou antwereſt, that 
although both be moved with a 
oreat defire of knowing, yet in this 
they difter, that thecurious man en- 
quires after the things that belong 
not unto him, bur the ſkudious on the 
coftrary after his own affairs. But 
we grant that a wife and children 
and their welfare do belong unto a 
man, and therefore if any one being 
gone a farre off out of his native 
loile ſhould make a diligent enquiry 
of 
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of thole that come from his parts, 


how his wife and children do, he 
hath certainly a great defire to know 


man , although he be defirgus to 
know, and even thoſe things which 


imperfect: that every ſtudious man 
defires to know the things that be- 
long unto him, but that every mas 
that hath ſuch a defire ought notto 
be called a fiudious man ; but he 
who Fey leeks after the 
things which belong to excellent 
breeding, and to the adorniny of 


tine) a Student, that 1s , a delirous 
man, eſpecially if we adde what he 

- defires to hear. For we call one allo 
ſtudious of his friends, thac loves his 
triends onely ; yet neyeitheletle we 
thiak 


it, and yet we call not this a ſtudious' 


do chiefly belong and appertain un- | 
to him. W herefore now thou under- | 
ſtandeſt that that definition of a | 
ftudious man is hercin defeRtive and | 


the mind , we rightly call (in La- | 
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think hin: not worthy of the-com- 
mon name of {ludious men withour 
any addition. - But one that dehres 
to know how his friends do, I wonld 
rot call him ftudious or defirous-of 
hearing. unlefle having 2 good tame 
| and credit he ſhould often dehfre to 
hear che ſame thing,buc-if he ſhould 
{ but once deſire to hearit, I would 
| call him a Student or deliring man, 
Now reflect upon a curious man , 
and tell me whether if any . one 
ſhould willingly hear a ſhort :tale 
not conducing: at all unto his profic, 
that is, of things not belonging unto 
him, and this not with great cager- 
neſle and often, but very teldome 
and very modeſily, either in ſme 
| banquet, or in ſome meeting, or at- 
lembly, wouldelt thou think himto 
be a curious man ? I conceive not , 
but truly he that hatha care of that 
thing which he would willingly hear 
might {cem indeed to be ſo, Where- 
| E fore 
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fore the definition alſo of a curious 
man ought to be corrected by the 


ſame Rule as is that of a ſRudi- | 


ous man. And therefore conſider 
alſo, whither the things former» 
ly ſpoken ought to be amended, 

or- Why is he not unworthy of 
the nameof a fuſpitious man, who 


ſomernnes ſuſpecterh ſomething , | 
and he of a credulous man that | 


{omerumes belieyerh fomerhing ? 
Wherefore as there is a very great 
difference between ane that 1s defi» 
xous of- any.thing , and one that is 
alrogether ftudious, and again be- 
, tween one that hath a care of a 

ing, and one that is curious : fo 
is there between a believing man 
and a credulous man. 
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CHAP, NX. 
| Why credalit 7 &s the way to Religion. 


Ur thou wilt fay, Now fee whi- 
ther we ought to believe in Re- 
ligion. For neither if we grant itto | 

de one thing to believe, atother to be. 
| credulous, doth it follow, char its 
{ no fault to believe in matters of Re+ 
ligion : for what if it be'a fault boch 
to believe and to be creduleus, as it 
is both to be drunk and to be a 
drimkard ? whoſoever thinks this to 
be cerainly true, can m my opinion 
haye no friend at all, For if it bez 
thing unreaſonable ro beheye my 
thing, either he commits a foul fault 
that gives credit to his friend; or if he 
deligves him not, 1 fe not how he 
cin calf hynlelf a friena,ot the other. 
Here peradventiure thou wik (ay, I 
Sfant that ſomething ought fome- 
times to be believed : now declare 
E 2 how 
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how in Religion it is not a thing un- 
reaſonable to believe any thing be- 
fore we know it, or underſtand it. 1 


will if 1can. Wherefore I ask thee, | 


which doeltthou conceive to bethe 
greater-fault, ro inſtruct an unwor- 
thy perſon in Religion, or to belieye 
that which is {aid by the inftructours 
and teachers thereof ? if thouunder- 


{tandelt not whom I call an unwor- | 
thy perſon : ſuch an one I meangs | 


. Comes to receive and embrace Rel 


gion witha feigned and diflembling 


heart. Thou granteſt, as I conceiye, 
that tt is a thing more worthy of 
blame to expound tg fuch anonethe 
holy myſteries of faith, then to giye 
credit to religious men , affirmin 

ſomething of Religion ic ſelf. New 
ther would it become thee to give 
another anſwer. Wherefore now 1ma- 
gine withthy ſelf, that the man were 
preſent who is to inftruc thee in 
point of Religion : how wilt chou 


make 
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make him believe that thou comett 
with a true and an unfeigned mind, - 
| and that thou uſeſt no deceit nor dil- 
| Gmulation in this buſinefſe? chou wilc 
fay that upon thy good conſcience 
thou frgnelt nothing, aſſuring it with | 
ail che words thou canſt uſe, but yer 
with words. .For. being a man thou 
cauft not {o bpen the corners and le- 
| crets of thy mint to another man, 
| that he may know thee inwardly, 
And if he ſhall ſay : Bchold 1d4o 
betieye thee-: but 15 -it 'not more fir 
that thou allo ſhouldlt give. credit 
unto me, ſeeing that if 1 hold and 
embrace any truth, thou art to receive 
the benefic thereof, and I to impart 
it ? What anlwer ſhall we give, but 
that be ought to be helieved ? but 
laiſt thou, Had it noxbeen better to 
alledge reaſon unto me, that I might 
followit without any raſhneſſe whi- 
therloever it ſhould lead me ? Per- 
haps it had been; bur ſeeing that it 

; B32 is 
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is ſo great a matter for thee to know 
God by reaton, doeft thou think that 
all men are capable of underſtands 
wo the reaſons whereby the mind of 
man is led to the knowledge of dj- 
vine things, or the greater part of 
them. or buta. few ? I think, thou 
layſt. bur 1 few. Doeſt thou belieye 


that thou art in that number ? Thou | 
faiſt, Itisnot my part to anfwerto | 


that queſtion. Thou thinkeft then 
that it is his part allo to believe thee 
m this matter: which he doth m- 
deed. Oncly levme put thee in mind, 
that he hath already twice given 
credit unto thee, ſpeaking uncertain 
things : and that thou wouldelt nc 
lo much as once believe him, when 
he religiouſly warned and adimo- 


niſhed thee. "But ſuppoſe this tobe | 


fo, and that thou comeſt witha fin- 
cere 1mind to embrace Rehgion, and 
that being one of thoſe few men, 
thou can(t underſtand the reaſons by 

which 


of Believing. 79 
which the divine power is certainly 
known, doeſt thou think that Religi- 
0n is to be denied to other men, that 
have not fo great wits and judge- 
ments as thou haſt? or doeſt thou 
conceiye that by little and little they 
ought to be led by certain degrees to 
thoſe chiefelt ſecrets ? thou plainly 
| {eeft what courſe of proceeding is the 
| more religious. For thou canſtnot 
think that any man ought by any 
means to be forſaken or rejected in 
the deſire and affeRion of 1o great a 
matter. But art not thou of opinion, 
that unleſſe a man firlt believes, chat 
he ſhall attain unto that which he in- 
tended, and'bears an humble and a 
ſuppliant mind, and being ob:dient 
to certain great and- neceſſary pre- 
cepts. be very well purged and made 
clean by a certain courle of life, he 
cannot otherwile obtain thoſe things 
that are purely true ? indeed thou 
thinkeſt to, It _ they , who by 


4 cer= 
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certain reaſon can molt eafily con- 
ceive the divine mylteries , ( one of 


which ſort 1 believe thee to be ) I 
ſhould proceed in this way, wheien | 


thole walk that firft do belieye, 
would they receive any hutt theres 
by ? Ithink not. Bur yet thou fait, 


what neceſſity is there of delay ? be- Þ 
caule, although by their proceedings | 
they ſhall not prejudice themlelyes | 
atall, yetthey will endamage others | 
by their example. For thereis hard- þ 


ly any one, that hath fo high a cone 


ceit of himſelf as he can have; and 
he that thinks too humbly of him- 


ſelf, ought to berailed up,and he that | 


thinks roo high, ought tobe reprel- 
ſed, that neither the one may be 
overcome by deſpair, nor the other 


calt down headlong by boldnefle | 


and preſumption. W hich is eafily 
brought to paſſe, if eyen thole that 
are able to flie, ſhould a little be en- 


forced to go, leſt any ſhould be dan- F 
gerouſly F 
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oeroufly invited thereunto,and tHere- 
by allo a ſufficient care may be had 
| of others. This is the Providence of 
| true Religion: this God himſelf hath 
appointed and commandcd : this 
hath been delivered by our Prede- 
ceſſours of happy memory , this 
hath been obſerved even untill our 
dayes; to go about to overthrow 
this order, 1s nothing elle but to ſeek 
out a {acrilegious way to true Reli- 
gion, W hich wholoeyer do, cannot 
attain unto that which they intend 
though that be granted chem which 
they deſire; For howſoever they ſur- 
paſſe and excell inwit, unleſſe the di- 
vine Majeſty doth aid and aſſiſt 
them, they creep upou the graund. 
Which affiftance he then aftords 
when they that tend and walk to- 
wards him, have a care to proceed 
according tothe courte of humane 
jociery. Then which degree and ſtep 
towards heayen nothing can be tound 
more 
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mare firm and table. Verily, ſuch 
is the force. and efhcacy of this rea- 
fon.that I cannot refit it; for. how can 
I fay,that nothing ought to be behey- 
ed unlefſe it be known ? beſides all 
friendſhip is taken awayunlefle ſomes 
thing may be believed which cannot 
be demonſtrated and proved by cer- 
tain reaſon : and ofteatunes without 
offence credit may be given to ſuch 
Rewards as are ſervants to Lords. 
But in matters of Religian what can 
be done that is more unreaſonable 
and unjuſt, then that Gods Prelates 
{hould believe us, when we promiſe 
that we come to embrace Religion 
| with an unfeigned mind; and were- 
fuleto give credic unto them, when 
| they teach and inſtruct us ? Finally, 
what Way can be more wholeſome 
and profitable, ' then by belicying 
thoſe things which Gad hath ap- 
pointed as aratives for the cultr- 
vating and adorivg the mind wy 
l 


| 
- 
4] 
| 
, 


firſt diſpoſed , 8nd: made fir to un- 
derftand and receive the truth ? or if 
thou beeft already ſufficiently difpo= 
ſed theretmto, rather to goa little a= 
bout, where thou maiſt walk with 
the greatelt ſafety, then bo:h to be 
the Authour of danger to thy (elf, 
and an example of temerity, and 


ralhnefle unto others. 
CuaP. Xl, 


Of Under ſtanding, Belief and | 


Oponion, 

V E have (ſhewed already 
how without offence we 

may follow thote that eommand us 
tO believe 2 it remains that we conſi- 
der for what caule they ate nor to be 
followed that - promite to conduct 
and lead us by reaſon. Some arcof 
opinion that they can bearken and 
give care to theſe promiſers of rea» 
lon, not onely without any blame of 
dilpraile, 
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diſpraiſe , but alſo with ſome com- 
mendation and praiſe ; but it is not 
ſo, for there be two forts. of perſons 
that deſerve praiſe in point of Reli- 
ion : the one which hath alread 
ound out the true Religion, which 
we ought to judge molt happy and 
bleſſed : the other which with the 
greateſt care, and after the rightelt 
manner, doth leek after it : the full 
ſort is now in poſſeſſion of it, thele- 
cond isin the way, by which not- 
withſtanding wok certainly t 
will arrive at it. There be three 0- 
ther kinds of men which are indeed 
to be miſliked and deteſted. The 
firſt is, of thoſe that are opinative, 
that is, who think they know that 
Which they know. not. The ſecond 
is, of thoſe who truly do perceive 
their own ignorance, but do not fo 
ſeek that they way find. The third 
is of thoſe that geither think they 
know, nor haye any will or defire J 
ſeck. 
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ſeek. There are allo three things in 
the minds of men ; near as it were 
the one unto the other, molt worth 
to be diſtinguiſhed, to underſiand,to 
believe, and to think. Of which, if 
they be conſidered by themlelyes,the- 
firlt is alwaies without offence, the 
ſecond ſometimes faultie , the third 
never without a fault ; and this we 
ought to relerye to the ſame beati- 
tude and felicity. For in this life how 
much {oever a man knows, his know- 
ledge doth not as yet make him 
molt bleſſed, for that there be in- 
comparably more things whercof he 
1s ignorant. For to underſtand great 
and worthy, and divine things 1itis a 
molt bleſſed thing. Bur it is not hurt 
full to underſtand ſuperfluous things, 
butperhaps it was prejudicial to learn 
them, when as they took up the time 
of neceſlary things. Alſo it isnota 
miſerable thing to underſtand hurt- 
full things, but todo or ſuffer _ 

OL 
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For if any one underfiands how his 
enemie may be ſlain without endan- 
gcring himfelt.j he becomes not guil- 
ty by underfianding tt, if he defires it 
not ;_ yea if he be free from ſucha 
deſire, who is more innocent and 
euiltlefſe then he ? In believing a 
wan is then to blame, when either 
he believes ſome unworthy thing of 
God, or gives-too facile and eaſic 
credit unto the things - reported of 
man. Butin ether. things, if a man 
believes any thing , he commits no 
fault by believing, though he under- 
ſands that he knows not the thing 
which he believes. For I believe that 
in times paſt, moſt wicked con(pira- 
tours were put to death by the power 
and authority of Ciceys + but this [ 
do not onely not know, but allo 1 
know affuredly that I can by no 
means attain unto the knowledge 
thereof, To be opinatiye or to be led 
by opinion, is for two. cauſes an un- 
ſcemly 
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ſeemly thing : Firft, becauſe he can- 
not learn a thing, if it be to be learn- 
ed, that hath perſwaded himfelf that 
he Khows it already. And fecondly, 
for that raſhnefſe is of it (elf a f 
or token of an ill diſpoted minde. 
For although any one . thinks that he 
knows that which I faid touching 
Cicero ( asthere iS nothing that can 
hinder him from learning it ) yerbe- 
cauſe he can have no certain know- 
ledge of it, and for that he under- 
Rands not, That there is a greatdif- 
ference, whither any thing be com- 
prehended by certain reaſon of mind, 
which we ſay isto underſtand, or 
whither it be committed to common 
fame or writing, to be profitably 
believed by polterity, he erres in- 
deed; and there is no errour but hath 
xs foulneſle and deformity, W here- 
fore that we underſtand we attribute 
to reaſon : that we believe, to au 
thority ; and that Weare OpinaUuve, 
'l Ws 
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to errour and miſtaking : but eye- 

one that nds doth alſo 
believe: and fo doth every one that 
is opinative :' but not-every one that 


belicves,underſtands : and no man- 


underſtands that 1s opinative, If 
therefore thelc three kinds be refer- 
red to thole five lorts of men where- 


of we made mention a little before, - 


to wit, to the two approyed kinds 
which we put in the Gif place, and 
to the other three vicious kinds ; we 
find that the firſt kind ( which 
is thoſe that are happy )doth believe 
truth it ſelf : and that the ſecond 
kind ( which is thoſe that are defi- 
rous and loyers of truth ) doth be- 
lieyeauthority : in both which kinds 
the belieyers delerye praiſe. Bur in 
" the firſtof the vicious kinds ( that 
is of thoſe thatthink they know that 
which they know not ) there is in- 
deed a faulty credulity. The other 
two difallowed kinds (that js, wm 
tho 


#, 
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thoſe that ſeek after truth with a de- 
{pair of finding'it out, and they that 
ſeck not after it )do believe nothing; 
and this is onely in things belonging 
to ſome doctrine or diicipline , for 
how a man can belieye nothing in 
the other aCtions of his life I under- 
ſtand not. Albeit' even. am 
thole that affirm that in their ations 
they follow probable opinions, tome 
there be that will ſeem rather not a- 
ble to know any thing, then to be=- 
lieve nothing. For who doth not be- 
lieve that which he doth approve ? 
Or how is that which they follow 
profitable , it it be not approved ? 
Wherefore there may be two kinds 
of thole that oppole the truth : the 
one that oppoleth knowledge onely, 
and not faith : the other that con- 
demneth both the one and the other. 
But whicher any can be found that 
ule ſuch proceedings in humane at- 
airs, I am wholly ignorant. Thele 
things 


90 The Profit 

things are ſpoken that we may un- 
derffand , thet believing the things 
which we donor: as yet tully know 
nor underſtand , we are yindicated 
and defended from the raſhnefle and 
temerity of opinative men. As fot 
them that ſaythart we ought to be- 
lieve nothing, bur that which we 


know, have enely reoard to 
NY b 


opinion, Which I cot 
feſſe is but baſe and ignominious : 
but if any one will confider atten» 
tively, that there is a very great dif- 
ference berween theſe two things , 
Whither a man thinks that he knows 
a thing, or whither being moved by 
fome authority , he believes that 
which he undetfiands that he knows 
not, he ſhall certainly ſhun and a- 
void the crime both of errour, inhw 
manity and pride. 


| Obſervation. 
S. e-lnguſtine in his firſt book 


0! 
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of Retractations and fourteenth 
Chapter, would have thoſe words. 
(The one which hath already found 
our = true Religion which we 
owpht to judge mo and ny 
bed) 0 To hen ter = 
they aremolt bleſſed not in this life, 
but in that which we hope for , and 
umo which we go by the way of 
Faich, for (rich he) they ate to be 
conceived to have found olit that 
Which is to be ſought for , who arc 
there already, whither we by ſeeking 
and believiris, that is by embracing 
the way of Faithdo defireto arrive. 

And agam he affirms that thoſe 
words : To underfiand great and 
worthy and divine things , 1t 1s 2 
molt bleifed thing, ought to be re- 
ferred to eternall bearitude. 

And upon theſe words : ( There 
1s a great difference whither any 
thing be comprehended by certain 
reaſon of mind, which we fay , 15 
| to 
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to underſtand ; or - whither it be 
committed to - cornfmon fame , or 
writing tobe. profitably believed by 
poſterity ;.) and upon thele :(That 
we underſtand we attribute it to rea» 
ſon : that we believe to authority ) 
he maketh this explication : This is 
tiot ſo to be under{tood that in com> 
mon diſcourſe, we - ſhould be afraid 
to lay we know that which web& 
licye by credible witnefles, for when 
we ſpeak properly, we are onely 
{aid to kuow that which - we com- 
prehend by firm;reaſon of mind, 
But when we ſpeak with words 
more fit to be commonly uled, as 
the Scripture allo ſpeaketh, we 
make no doubt to ſay , that we 
know both that which we perceive 
by our corporall ſentes, and which 
we believe upon the report of cre- 
dible witneſſes , but yet ſo that we 
underliand what difference there is 
between the one and the other. 

CHAP. 


— 


of Believing. 93 
CHnaP, XII, 
That it is the ſafrft way to Bee 


lieve Wiſe men. -. 


]* that which is not known ought 
not to be believed, I agsk thea 
bow can children obey parents and 
embrace them with .mutuall - loye 
and affeGtion, -whom they may be- 
lieye not to be their parents ; for that 
who is their, father, it cannot be 
known by reaſon, bur it is belieycd 
uponthe word and- authority of. the 
Mother : and as for the Mother , 
ſhe often is not believed, but Mid- 
wives, Nurſes and Seryants : For if 
her child may be ftoln from her and 
another put in the. plage, cannot ſhe 
deceive being deceived? and yet not- 
withllanding; we belicye , and. that 
without any. doubt and;{taggering 
atall,, that which we confefle we 


cannot know 3 and unlefle this ery 
O, 
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ſo, who ſees not but that Piety the 
moſt holy tye and bond of man- 
kind would be violated and defiled 
by a molt proud, wickedneſle and 
offence ? For who, though he bea 
mad man, can think him worthy ef 
blame, who doth perform his ole 
»ed duties unto thole whom he be 
eyes to be his parents, although in- 
deed they were -not ? On the cor 
trary. Who will not think fir to haxe 
him caft out of the fociery of men, 
who will not loye thoſe which per- 
haps are his true parents , for fear 
ov he ſhould love thoſe thar are 

"ones ? Many arguments 

be brought to mot Bi 7 nothing # 
all remains fafe and ſecure in humane 
fociety. if once we are reſolyed to 
belieye nothing © whiely we cannot 
know nor underſtand. Burnow heat 
that whereby F am confident 3 ſhal 
at the preſent more eaſily draw and 


perfwade thee , that ſeeing the que- 
{tion 
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ſhon 1s concerning Religion, that is 
about the worſhtp of Cod, and the 
knowledge of Divine things) thote 
are leſle to be followed, and heark+ 
nedunto, who molt readily promi» 
{ng reaſon, do forbid and prohibite 
us to believe. No man doubts, but 
that ' all men are either fools or 
wife men ; I call not thoſe wiftemen 
here, that are prudeat, ingenious,and 
ug" avy thole that are endued with 
2s and certain a knowledge 
both of Divineand —— 
as man is capableto receive, and do 
lead their.lives and frame their man- 
ners conformable thereunto : bur as 
un others , how learned or unlearn+ 
loever be, or -whither t 
deſerye _ praiſed - or dit 7 
for the mander of rheic lives; I. re» 
ce and account them in the nun 
of fools : which being 1o, what 
man, though bur of a ſlender under- 
Randing doth not plainly fec , chat 
it 
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it is more ' wholeſome and profita- 
ble for fools to obey the precepts 
and commands: of wiſe men , then 
to frame and order their lives accor- 
ding to their own judgements and 
fancies? For every, thing that 1s 
doae, if irbe not rightly done, « 1s 
2 fault.: nor can any thing be by 
any means rightly done, which doth 
not flow' and proceed from Tight 
xeaſon ;' now right reaſon is virtue 
it ſelf; Bur amongſt what forts of 
men's virtueto be tound, bur inthe 
mind of -a wiſe man ? .-wherefore 
the witeman onely offends not ; (bit 
fool offends, : -unleſſe ir be in 
thoſe ations wherein he-doth obey 
a Wiſe man; for ſuch actions do pro» 
ceed-from right-reaſon... nor- is the 
fool to. be accounred : Matter (as 1 
may {ay) of his own a&tions, he bes 
10g as it! were butrche inſtrament of 
feryant of the. wile: man, Where® 
fore if it be better for all mean not (0 


of- 


of Believing. 97 
offend then to offend - verily 3:1 
fools would liye better if they could 
be (ſervants to wile men. And if this 
without doubt be fic and expedient 
nthings of lefle moment, as1n buy= 
ing or tilling a field , in marrying 1 
wite, in the education and breeding 
of children, and finally ia the man- 
aging of | 2640M affairs : much more 
1517 expedient in matters of Religi= 
on. For Humane things are both 
more ealje to be knowa then Di- 
vine : and in all things that are 
more holy and more exceileat, wc 
linne ſo much the more gricyoully 
ard dangerouſly. by how much we 
owe unto thema greater honour, rc= 
yverence and reipect., WW heretore 
thou (elt that from hence forth there 
rea1ains nothing more for us to do, 
lo long as we are fools. but, if we 
delitc to lead a 000d and a religi= 
OUS life, ro feek out wile and prit- 
Crt men, that by obzying of them 
E we 
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we may fot ſo much feel the domi- 
nion of folly, whilſt it is in us , and 
at the length we may become wite 
men our ſelyes. 


An Obſervation. 


S. eAnguſtine in his firſt book 
of RetraCtions,and fourteenthcha- 
pter advertiſeth that his divifon of 
men into wiſe men and fools, is to 
be underſtood of men after they 
come to the uſe of reaſon, whereby 
they are diſtinguiſhed from beafts, 
as We ſay all men defire to be ble{- 
ted, wherein little children cannot 
. be included for they cannot yet de- 
fre it. 


Crap, XIII. 


That Religion takes her beginning 
from Believing. 


Hc<t again arileth a queſtion 
of great difficulty : bor boy 
a 
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ſhall we that are fools be able to 
find out a wife man, fecing that di- 
vers do indifferently challenge that 
name unto themlelyes, although-al- 
moſt none dare preſume to do it 0- 
penly, when as they do lodilagree 
amongſt themſelves about thoſe 
things, in the knowledge whercot 
wildome doth conſiſt, that it is ne- 
cefſary to think that either none of 
them are wiſe men, or that there is 
but one certain wiſeman, But when a 
fool enquires who that is , truly I 
ſce not by what means he can be 
plainly diſcerned and percerved : for 
a man cannot know any thing by 
any figns whatſoever, unlefle he 
knows the thing it ſelf, whereof 

theſe be the figns ; bur a tool knows 
not wildome. For wildome 1s not 
like gold_ and filyer and fuch like 
things , which chou mayelt both 
know when thou leeſt, and yet not 
enjoy and poſicſle them % that 
F 2 wants 
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wants Wildome cannot- ſee nor be- 
hold it with the eye of his mind: 
for all the things which we perceiye 


with our corporall ſenſes , are outs | 
wardly ropoled and preſented unto | 


us; and therefore we may behold 


ſtrange and externall things with our | 


eyes albeic we haye not any of the 


things, nor any thing of that kind: 


but chat which is perceived by the 


underſtanding, is inwardly in the | 
mind, and 1t 19 nothing elle to haye | 


it, but to iceand behold it. But a 
fool wants wildome, and theretore 
knowes it not, for he cannot tee it 


with his eyes ; for he cannot ſee it and. 


not have it : ard he cannot haye it 
and {till continue and remain a foal: 
whereforc he knows it not, and 
whilſt he knows it not, he cannot 
know it in another place : and there- 
fore no man lo long as he remainsa 
fool, can by moſt certain knowledge 
find out a wiſe man, by obcying of 

whole 
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whoſe precepts and commands he 
may be freed from fo great an evil as 
tolly iS. Now it is God onely that 
can give ſatisfaction to this mighty 
difficulty , and afford remedy for 
this great evil; and becaule our que- 
ſton is »bout Religion , unlefſe we 
both believe that there is a God, 
and that he gives aſſiſtance to hu- 
mane minds, we ought not indeed to 
inquire and teek for true Religion. 
For what do we detire to find out at 
length by to great an endeayour ? 
What with we to attain unto ? 
Whither do we long to arrive? Is it 
unto that thing which we bclieye 
notto have a being . nor to belong 
and appertain unto us ? Nothing is 
more peryerle then iuch a miad. 
When thou durſt noc beg a favour of 
me, or with impudence durlſt crave 
one dolt thou come todemand how 
Religion may be found out , when 
thou thinkelt aot that there is a God. 
F 3 and: 
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and that we care not whither there 
be any or no ? What if it be lo great 
a matter: that unleſſe ic be diligent] 
ſought for, and with all might and 
wer it cannot be found out? W hat 
if the exream difficulty of finding 
out the meaning and underſtanding 
of that which ſhall be found out 
doth vex and trouble the maind of 
the ſeeker ? For what is more plea- 
fant and familiar to our eyes, then 
this lightis?- and yer after long ob- 
ſcurity and darknefſe they cannot 
endure it. What is more fit and 
commodious for a body that is con- 
ſumed and exhauſted with fickneſle, 
then meat and drink 2 Yer welce 
that. thole that are upoa recovery 
are reſtrained and kept back that 
they may not preſnme to feed (o 
plentifully as well men do, lefi by a 
full diet they ſhould return ro cnet 
former diteaſe, I {pcak of thole that 
are recovering their health : bur 
what 
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what do we not enforce the fick men 

themlelyes to eat ſomething ? which 

is {9 great a trouble unto them , thar 
certainly wy would not obey us : 
did they not believe that they ſhalj 
elcape that fickneſle thereby. When 

| therefore wilt thou lertle thy ſelf to a 
moſt painfull and laborious ſearch ? 

{ When wilt thou adyenture to take 

ſogreat care and Jabour upon thee , 

| as this buſinefle doth delerye, when 
25 thou doſt not believe that there is 
any ſuch thing as that which thou 
feekelt ? Wherefore it was. rightly - 
inftitured and ordained by the ma- 
jety of Catholick dilcipline , that 
before all things they ſhould be in- 
duced and pertwaded to belieye,that 
come to receive. and embrace Re- 

ligion, 
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CHAP. XIV, 
That ( briſt himſelf chiefly exa+ 


fed belief. 


Eeing my diſcourſe is — 
thoſe that defire to be calle 
Chriſtians, I pray tell me what rea- 


lon can that hererick alledge unto | 
me ? What can he lay todraw me | 
from Believing, as trom a raſhand 


incon{ideiate thing? It he com- 
mands me to believe nothing. then 
do I not belieye that there is any 
true Religion in the world : and 
becaule } do not belieyc that there 
is any fuchthing, I do not leck after 
it. Buthe(as : conceive) will ſhew 
it to the ſeeker ; Foro it is written: 
He that leeks ſhall find. W heretore 
I would not ccme to him that for- 
bids me to believe,unlefle I believed 
lomerhing. is there any greater 
madnefle, then that I ſhould if 
p.calc 
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pleaſe them onely with a belief 
which is ſupported by no knows 
ledge. aid yer that belief alone hath 
biotight me to the telt tame man 2? 
W hat ſhall I fay, but that all He- 
rericks do exhort us to believe Chritt? 
Can they be more oppolite and con- 
trary to themſelves? Wherein they 
are to be preſſed two manner of 
waycs. Firſt they arerto be asked, 
where is the realon which they pro- 
miled, where the repichenhon and 
blaming of ralhneſſe wherethe pre « 
lumpcion of icience and knowledge? 
tor if it be an ablu.d thing to bei.eve 
anyone without realon Wy -'olt t.;ou 
expect , why doſt chou go +b ut ro 
have me belieye any one Without i ca-- 
ſon that I may more eaſi'y be cu by 
thy reafor.? vV 1] thy reaton buiid ar, 
thi:g that is firm & {table upon tic 
toundation of remer.:y & caſhneſſe? 
] ipeak according to them whom 
we dilcontent & diipleaſe by belie- 
oe ving: 
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ving. For to believe before reaſon, 
when thou art not yet fit to conceive 
and underſtand it, and by faith ir 
ſelf to prepare the mind to receiye 
the ſeeds of yerity and truth, I judge 
it to be not onely a molt whollome 
and profitable thing, but allo {6 
neceſlary, that thole that haye ſick 
and fecble minds cannot recoyer 
their healths without it : which be* 
caule they conceive to be a ridicur 
lous thing and full of raſhneſfle, it 
is impudently done of them to per- 
{wade and exhort us to believe 
Chriſt. Moreover, I confeſle that [ 
have already belieyed Chriſt, ard 
have pcrſwaded my elf, that thatis 
true which he hath faid , although 
this my belief be ſup ted by no 
- xeaſon. This is the F-0 leflon O 
Heretick which thou wilt teach me; 
but becauſe 1 have not ſeen Chriſt 
himſelf, how he youchlafed to ap- 
pear among(t men, who is publickly 
re- 
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reported to have been ſeen even by 
the eyes of common people give me 
leaye a little to conſider with my 
ſelt upon whoſe words I have belie- 
ved,that there was a Chriſt , that 
being already guarded and fortifted 
by {ucha faith, I may give ear and 
hearken unto thee ; I perceiye that 
I believed and gave creditunto none, 
but to a ſetled and confirmed opint- 
on, and to a moltrenowned tame 
and report of people and nations: 
thele people allo I ſee in all places 
to be jn poſſeſſion of the lecrets and 
mylteries of the Catholick Chu rch. 
Why ſhall nut I then chictly en- 
quire of them diligently what Chriſt 
hath commanded. by whoſe autho- 
rity being moycd, 1 have already 
believed that Chriſt hath comman- 
&d tome profitable thing ? Witt 
thou better expound unto me what, 
Chriſt hath 1aid ? whom I would 


not think to haye been,or now to be, 
it 
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if thou didſ{t recommend it unto 
- meto be believed. This: theretore 
( as 1 ſaid ) have 1 believed upon a 
famous report of men , confirmed 
with conſent and antiquity : bur you 
who aic both to few, and ſo turbu- 
lent, ard fo new,it 1s certain you can 
produce and bring forth nothing 
which. may deieryc c:edit and be- 
liet. And therefore what a madnefle 
Is this in thee ( to lay ) Beieve them 
(the known multitude of Chuilten- 
deme ) that we ought to believe 
Chriſt, but learn of us ( Maniche- 
ans) what Chriſt hach faid : Why 
lo I betecchthce? Verily , it chat 
know n multicude ſhould fail . and 
could teach me nothing : I ſhould 
mu, ch more eahily perlwade my (elf, 
tha / ought not to belicyc Chlt at 
all viÞen chat 1 OUght co belicyea- 
ny thing concerning lum of any 0- 
thers. bat ot thole by whole mcans 
] firſt believed him, O might y con- 
fidcixe 


of Believing. Iog 
fidence 5 or rather tolly ! I will 
(faylt thou) reach thee what Chriſt 
hath commanded , in Whom thou 
art already perlwaded to bclicye, 
What it 1 did not believe in him ar 
all, coulde{t chouteach me any thing 
concerning him ? Bur (taylt chou ) 
it behooves thee to believe. Whar, 
upon your warrant and recommen- 
dation ? No (tayſt chou) tor we do 
by reaton lead thole which do al- 
re. dy believe in Chriſt. Why then 
ſhail 1 belieye in him ? Becaule ic 
5a grounded report, Was It groun= 
ded upon you,or upon others ? Upon 
others lay(t thou. Shall 1 belicye 
them fir{t,and be afterwards taught 
and inttiucted by thee ? Peradven- 
ture | ought to do fo, were I not a- 
boye all things admoniſhed by 
them not to come at all untothce 2: 
for they lay that you h1d pernicious 
doctiines. Thou wilt antwer . they 
ie, How then may 1 belieye them 
CON- 
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concerning Chriſt whom they haye 
not ſeen : if I may not believe them 
concerning thee whom they will not 
ſee ? Here layelt thou, Believe the 
Scriptures. But all Scripture,if being 
new and unheard of, it be alledged 
or commended but by a few. and 
hath no reaſon toconfirm it, receiyes 
no credit nor authority at all , bet 


thoſe that alledge it : wheretore if 


you that are fo tew and unknown 
commend thole Scriptures unto me, 
I retule to belieye them : beſide; al- 
ſo you proceed againſt your prde 
mile, rather by commanding belief, 
then giving any realon thereof. Here 
again ( for the authority of Scti- 
prures) thou wilt call me back to the 
known multitude of Chritendome, 
and to common report. Reſtrain at 
Length thy obſtinacy, and I know 
not What unruly appetite of world- 
ly fame: and rather admoniſh me 
to {eek out the chief rulers of this 
known 
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known multitude, and to enquire 
for them diligently and painfully , 
that rather 1 may learn ſomething 
of them touching thele Scriptures : 
who it they were not I ſhould nor 
know whither any thing ought to be 
learnt at all orno. As for thee, re- 
turn into thy corner and lurking- 
hole, and dclude us no more under a 
ſhew and pretence of truth , which 
thou endeayoweſt totake away from 
them, unto whom thou grantet] au- 
thority and credit : andit they alſo 
deny, that we ought not to believe 
Chriſt. unlefſe an undoubted reaſon 
can be rendred thereot, they are not 
Chriftians. For ceitain Pagansdo 
alledoe that againſt us, fooliſhly 1n- 
deed, but yet not contrary nor repu- 
enant to themſelves. Bur who can 
endure that thoſe men ſhould pro- 
feſle that they belong to Chrilt , 
Who ſtrongly aſhrm that nothing 
ought to be belieyed , unleſſe moſt 
cyt” 
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cyident reaſon can be given even un- 
to fools,concerning God and diyine 
matters? But we lee that Chriſt 
himlelf ( as that hiſtory teacheth 
which they alto believe) defired no- 
thing more principally , nor more 
earneſtly. then chat he might becre- 
dited and believed : when as they 
with whom he was to treat about 
thole affairs were nor yet fitto learn 
and conceive the diyine mylterics, 
For to what other purpole did he 
work lo great and {o many mira- 
cles, he hiunlelf ailo athrmiag 
that they were done for no other 
end but that men might give credit 
and bel.ete unto him ? He led the 
fimple iort of people by belict : you 
lead them by rcalon : . he cryed out 
that he migh: be belicyed. you cry 
out againſt ;t : he commended thole 
thar did bclicye, you blame and re- 
pichend them. But ui lcfle he had 


mined Water uo Wine, to omit his 
o:niet 
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other miracles, could mien have been 
brought to follow him , if he had 
done no ſuch: things . but onely 
taught and inſtructed them ? Or 1s 
that word of his not to be regarded: 
I Joh.14.1. Believe God and be- 

lieve me: Or is he to be blamed 

for raihnefle in belief , who would 

aot have Chrilt come into his noule, 

becaute he b:lieved chat by his com= 
mard one!y his tick {onne conid be 
cued? Afar. 8. 8. He therefore 
br ng:3:g 4 medicine which was te 
cu: ihe moſt corrupt manners, did 
by mracles w:nne amthority , by aus 
thorty deſerved belief , by belief 
drew 1ogether a multi; ud: by a mul- 
tiinde ob: ained ant :qu'ty by antiqui= 
1y/t: c::gthened ana confirmed Relt- 
gon: wh Ch not one:y th: moſt fooliſh 
novelty of hcreticks endeavonring by 
decet's but ne::her the antient er- 
rour of the Geml:es being wio/emtly 
bent agarmſt it could im any =_ p_ 
boliſh or deſtroy. HAP, 
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CuaP,. XV. 


Of the moſt cemmodion; way 
to Reli gion, 


; Herefore albeit I am nc 
V V able to teach thee , yet 


do I not ceale to.warn and admo- 
niſh thee, that ( becauſe many men 
will ſeem to be wile, and it 13 not ea* 
fie todilcern whither they be tools 
or no) thou belcechelt the divine 
Majeſty with very much earneſt 
nee and ferycnrc deſires with (ighs 
and fobs, or allo (:it it b2 poſſible) 
with weeping and tears. to tree and 
deliver thee trom the evil of errour, 
if thou defirelt to lead a blefed and 
an happy lite. Which may more ea- 
fily be eas to paſſe, if thou 
wilt willingly obey his commands 
which he hath been plealed to have 
confirmed and (trengthened by 1o 
great an authority @t the Catholick 
| Church. 
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Church. For ſeeing that a wile man 
1S by his mind fo united unto God 
that nothing is interpoſed and {er be- 
tween them, which may divide and 
leparate them, (for God is truth, and 
no man- is to be accounted a wiſe 
man that doth not attain to the 
knowledge of truth) we cannot 
deny bur that the wi(dome of man 
1s interpoſed as a certain medium be- 
tween his folly and the molt fincere 
truth of the Divine Majeſty. For a 
wiie man according to the ability 
which he hath received, doth imi- 
tate God 2: and a fool hath nothing 
nearer unto him which he may'pro- 
ftably imitate and follow. then a 
Wile man : when becaule (as I laid) 
It 15not eaſie to underſtand by rea- 
lon, it was neceſſary that certain mi- 
racles ſhould be propoled and ſet 
defore mens eyes ( which fools do 
utc much more commodiouſly then 


their undeiFRtagdings) to the end that 
the 
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the life and manners of men moved 
with authority, might firſt be pur- 
oed and made clean . and fo they 
might be enabled to underltand rea- 
ſon. And therefore when as man 
was to be imitated, and yet no cons 
dence to be placed in him : how 
could the Divine Ma jelty ſhew 
Ureater [19ns of his fayour and libe- 
raliry then that the {incere, eternall, 
and uncha:'geabie wildome of God, 
unto whom it bchoyes us to cleaye 
ard idhere thouid vouchiate to take 
humane nacure upon him ? who did 
no: onely do thole things , which 
m'ght terye to invite us to follow 
God + bur did allo endure and lut- 
ter tholc things, wheceby we were 
diſcouraged [rom foilowing of him. 
Fox whereas no man can obcain the 
molt ceitain and chiefelt good , Un 
lefle he doth fully and pe:tectly love 
it, ( which by no means will be 
brought to paſle 1o long as men _ 
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the miſeries of the body , and the 
things that are lubject co fortune and 
chance) he by his wonderfull birth 
and admirable wo: ks hath putchas 
ſed for us love and charity: and hath 
excluded terrour and fear by his 
death and relurrection. And final- 
ly he hath ſhewed himſclt to be ſuch 
an one in all other things ( too long 
to be here expreſſed and fer dowa ) 
that we may know and perceive 
hereby how farre the divine clemen=- 
cy can reach and be extended . and 
how farre mans infirmity can be ele- 
vated and cxtolled. 


Cuar, XVI. 
That CM. yacles do procure Belief. 


His, believe it, is a moſt whole- 
lone authority : this at the fir(t 
15a withdrawing of our minds from 
an carthly habication : this is a con- 
yalion from the love of this world 
to 
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to the true God, It is anely authority 

Which moverh fools to make haſt 

unto wildonie. So long as we can- 

not underſtand fincere things , itis 

indeed a miſerable thing to be de- 

ceived by authority : bur truly iti 

more milerable, not to be moyed 

thereby. For if the Divine Proyi- 

dence doth not rule and govern hu- 

mane affairs, we ought not to bulie 

and trouble our ſelyes about Religi- 

on : butif even the frame and ſpe- 

cies of all things, which we muſt 

believe proceeds and flows from 

ſome fountain of the trueſt beauty, 

doth as it were publickly and pti- 

yately exhort all the more noble and 
braver ſpirits both to ſeck God, in 
I know not what inward conlcicnce 
and to lerye him 2 we ought notto 
deipair. butthat the ſame God hath 
conltitured and ordained ſome au- 
thority upen which if we lean and 
rely as upou a ture ltep, we ny 
cle- 
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eleyated and lifted up unto him. 
This authority, ( reaſon being let a= 
fide, which to underſtand to be true 
and fincere, it is a very hard matter 
for fools to do, as I haye often faid) 
doth move and excite us two manner 
of wayes : partly by miracles, and 
partly by the great number and mul- 
tirude of followers. Ir is certain that 
2 wile man needs none of theſe 
things, but now we are diſcourfing 
how we may become wiſe men, that 
is, how we may cleaye and adhere 
unto the truth : which is a thing thar 
doubtlefſe cannot be .done with a 
foul and impure mind : the unclean=- 
nefſe whereof, is (to expound it 
briefly) the loye of all things what- 
ſoeyer beſides it ſelf and God : from 
which filth by how much any one is 
more purged and cleanſed , by to 
much the more eaſily doth he be- 
hold the truth. And therefore to de- 
le to ſee thetruth that thou mayſt 

cleanſe 
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cleanſe the mind , when therefore ir 
ought to be cleanſed,chat thou may: 
elt ice the truch , 1s certainly a pers 
yerle and a prepoſterous thing, 
Wherefore to a man thatis not able 
to behold the truth chat he may be 
made fitto ſec it, and may luffer 


authority 1s at hand, Which wichout 
doubt receives. her ſtrengrh and vi- 
oour partly by miracles, and part! 
by che number a:1d multitude of tol- 
lowers, as I 1aid a lictle before, A 
miracle I call any hard or unwonted 
thing whatloeyer, which appearsa: 
boye che expectation and powerof 
the wonderer. In which kind no: 
thing is-more fit for the common 
es. and tor men thact are ablo* 
utely fottiſh and tooliſh, then chat 
whch is applyed and propoſed to 
the lenſes. But theſe again arc dir 
vided into two forts : for tome there 
be that onely moye men to my 
an 


himſelf to be purged and cleanſed, | 
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and admiration : and others which 
beſides do winne and purchaſe great 
favour and good will. For it an 
one ſhould ſee a man fly, he would 
onely wonder at it, becauſe it is a 
thing which befides the beholding of 
it, yields to the OY no com- 
et. Butif anyone 
being afflicted with a grievous and 
deſperate fieknefſe, ſhall ſo ſoon as 
the diſeaſe is commanded to depart , 
recover his health, he ſhall oyercome 
the wonder of the cure by the chari- 
ty of the curer. Such things were 
done as many as were fufhcient , 
when God appeared to men in the 
ſhape of a true man : Theſick were 
cured, fat.9.6,13,15,16.at.9. 
7,22, Mar.3.5,10. Joh.4.5 3. the 
leaprous were cleanled ; Mar. 8.3», 
Mar.q,2. Luke 5.3. & 7. 22, go0- 
ng was reſtored to the lame , Mat. 
11.5. fight to the blind and hearins 
tothe deaf, Luke 18.42, Joh,9:7. 
G The 
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The men ef that time ſaw water 
turned inte wine , Joh. 2.9. fir 
thouſand people filled with five 


loayes of bread, Mat.14. 20,21, 


men walking upon the ſea; at.14, 
25. Joh. 6.19.& 21. 7. and the 
dead rifing from death to life, Luke 
7.15. & $.55. So ſome miracle 
were done for the cure of the body 
by a more manifeſt benefig,and ſome 
for the cure of the ſoul by a more 
hidden fign, but they were all for the 
help of mankind by the teſtimony 
of the Divine Majelty : thus did 
the Divine Majeſty then draw unto 
it the ſiraying x of mortall men, 
W hy(fayſt chou)are not thele thing 
done now ? Becauſe they would no 
move unlefle they were wonderfull, 
and if they were common and uſuall 
they were noc wonderfull. For bring 
unto mea man when he firſt ſees the 
courſes of day and night, andthe 


molt conſtant order of celeſtial 
twp 


py, oo my PA -& © 499 3 ct 


rp HAY Ci 


er 
Ne 
ve 
l, 
4, 
Ne 
ke 
& 


n— 
he 


© SD X > 


eoppon eng H o AB. , 


"—_— "—_— 


of Believing. 123 
things, the 4. changes of the yeare» 
the falling and returning of the leeyes® 
unto the trees , the. inftaite yertne © 
ſeeds , the beauty of light , the ya- 
rieties of celours , ſounds , ſmels and 
rafts , and if wee can but ſpeak with 
him , we ſhall find him wholl 
aſtoniſhed, and quite overcome = 
the fight of thete miracles ; and yer 
we delpile and we make and account 
of al thele things,not becaule they are 
eafily known Cor what is more obs 
(cure then the cauſes of them ? ) bur 
for that we are accuſtomed frequent- 
9 to ſee then, thoſe things are there- 
ore molt fitly done , that a multi- 
tude of beleeyers being gathered te- 
ether and propagated by them, pro- 

table authority might be converted 
unto cultomes themſclyes, 


An obſervation. 


| $. Auguſtine in his firſt book of 
his Retractations and 14, Chapter 
G 2 alledg- 
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alledgeth theſe words : (why fayft 
thou) are not thele things done now? 
becauſe they would not moye, un- 
leſſe they were wonderfull, and if 
they were common and uſuall, th 
were not wonderfull) and expounds 
them thus : This I ſaid becauſe not 
ſo great nor all miracles are done 
ROW , but not that none are alſo now 
dones 


CHay, XVII. 


The Conſent of Nations beleeving 
in Chriſt. 


Ll cuſtomes haye ſuch vertue 
power to winn the love and 
affection of men, that we ſooner can 
condemne and deteſt even the thin 

that are naught and wicked in them 
then forſake or change them : and 
this for the moſt part comes to paſſe, 
when as our unlawfull appetites and 
deſeres haye gotten a dominion and 
pre- 
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predominancy oyer us : doeſt not 
thou think that great care hath been 
taken about the affaires of man- 
kinde , and that they are put into « 
00d (tateand condition,that not on= 
ly diyins molt learned men doe argue 
and contend , that nothing that is 
earthly, nothing that is fierie finally, 
nothing that is perceptible by the 
corporall ſenſes ought to be wor- 
ſhipped 2nd adored for God , but 
that he is to be prayeduneo,entreated 
and lupplicated only by the under- 
ſtanding or intelleuall power : bur 
allo that the unskilfull multitude of 
both {exes doth in ſo many and to 
divers nations boch belceve it and 
publiſh it? chat thereis continency and 
forbearance of meates, even to the 
moſt ſlender diet of bread ana wa- 
" ter, and faitings, not for one ay 0n- 
ly , but alſo continued for divers 
dayes together x that there 15 cha- 
ſfity even to the contempt of mar- 
3 rage 
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riage and iſſue : that there u pa- 

tience even to the contemning of dc 

croſſes and flames : that there is li- | ** 

berality even to the arſtribution of 

patrimonies to the poore : and finally, 

ſo great a diſeſteeme and contempt 
of all things that are in this worla, fo 

that even death it ſelf is wiſhed and f 

deſired. Few there are that C& 

thele roth.at ou that _ them 

well and prudently : yet the le 

doc 219m Mom eats * 

them, and like them : yea they loye 

and afte&t them ; and not without 

ſome progreſle of their mindes tow- 

ards God , and certain ſparks of | ” 
piety and yertue, they blame and re- 
prehend their owne weakenefle and 
imbecillity that they cannot doe fÞ ® 
theſe things. This the divine Pro- y 
vidence hath brought to paſſe by Þ © 
the predictions of the Prophets , by 
the humanity and dodtrin of Chrilt, 
by the voyages of the A poltles i 
ic 


OC_>————_—_— — — 


of Believing. 127 
the contumelics, crofles , bloud and 
death of Martyrs , by the laudable 
ard excellent lives of Saints , and by 
miracles done at conyenient times 
nall thele things worthy of lo great 
matters and vertnes. When as there- 
fore we ſee ſo great help and affi- 
flance from God, and ſo great fruit 
and entreaſe thereby, ſhall we make 
an) doubt or queſtion at all of retyr- 
ing into the beſome of that Church, 
wick even to the confeſſion and 
acknowledgement of mankynde from 
the Sea Apoſtolike 7 ſucceſſion of 
Biſhops. hath obr ainea the ſoverergn- 
ty and principall authority , heretiks 
mwvain barking round about it , and 
being condemned partly by the jwdge- 
ment of the people themſelves , part- 
ly by the gravity of ( onncels , partly 
alſo by the majeſty and ſplendour of 
miracles? Unto which not to graunt 
tiſe chiefe place and preheminence, 1s 
either indeede an extreme imptiety 
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er a very raſh and a dangerous arro- 
nictip/& if there be no certain way 
tor the minds of men to wiſdome 
and (alyation , but when faith pre- 
pareth and diſpoſeth them to reaon; 
what is it elſe to be ungraetfull unto 
the divine Majelty for his aide and 
aſſiſtance , but to have a will to re- 
fiſt an authority which was gained 
and purchaſed with ſuch labour and 

aines ? And iteeyery art and trade, 
though but baſe and eaſy , requires 
a teacher or maſter that it may be 
kearned and under{tood :what oreater 
expreſſion can there be ofrath ar- 
rogancy and pride , then both to 
hayeno minde to learne the books 
of the diyine myſteries from their 
Interprerers,and yer to haye a minde 
to condemne the unknown. 


CnuaAP, 
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Cuar”. XVIII. 
The Concluſion by way of ex- 


hortation, 


Herefore if either reaſon 
VV. our diſcourſe hath any 
wayes moyed thee : and if thou haſt 
a true care of thy {elf (as I beleeye 
thou haſt) I would have thee to 
hearken and give eare unto me, and 
with a pious faith, a cheerefull hope, 
and ſincere charity to addrefſe thy 
(elf to good Maſters of Catholick 
Chriſtianity : andto pray unto God 
without ceaſing and intermiſſion: 
by whole only  goodnefſe we were 
made and created , by whole juſtice 
we are puniſhed and chaltized , and 
by whole clemency we are freed and 
redeemd , by which means thou 
ſhalt neither want the inſtructions 
and diſputations of molt learned 


men , and thole that are truly Chri- 
G 5 {t}an, 
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ſtian , nor books , nor cleare and 
quiet thoughts, whereby thou mayſt 
eaſily find that which thou ſeekeſt, 
Pos f as for thoſe yerball and wret- 
ched men (for how can I ſpeakc 
more mildly of them) forlake them 
altogether : who found out, nothing 
but miſchiefe and eyill , whilſt they 
ſeek to much for the ground thereot, 
In which queſtion they ſtirre up of- 
tentimes their hearers to enquire and 
ſearch , bur they teach them thole 
things when they are ſtirred up, that 
it were better for them alwayes to 
ſleep, then to watch and take great 
pains after that manner , for 
driye them out of a lethargy or 
drowly evill and make them fran- 
tike: between which dilcaſes, whereas 
both are molt commonly mortal: 
yet neyertheleſſe there. is this diffe- 
rence , that thole that are ficke of 4 
lcthargy doe die without troubling 
or moleſting others : but the _ 
tike 
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tike man is dreadfull and terrible un- 
to many , and unto thoſe eſpecially 
that leek to afh{t him, For neither 
is God theauthor of evill, nor hath 
it eyer repented him to haye made 
any thing, nor is he troubled with a 
forme of any commotion or ſtirring 
of the minde , nor is a particle or 
piece of carth his kingdome : he 
neither approves nor commands any 
heinous crimes or offences, he never 
lies. For theſe and fuch like things 
did moyeand trouble us , when they 
did ſtrongly oppoſe them and in- 
reigh againſt them , and fained this 
to be the do&trine of the old Telta- 
ment which is a moſt abſolute fal- 
ſhood and untruth. Wherefore 
graunt that they doe rightly blame 
and reprehend thoſe things. What 
then haye I learned ? what thinkelt 
thou , but that when they reprove 
thole things , the Catholike doctrine 


15 not reprehended ? {othat the truth 
which 


% 
% 
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which 1 learned amongſt them, 1 
held and reteyne : and that which 
I conceived to be falſe and untrue, [ 
refule and reje&t but the Catholick 
Church hath alſo taught me many 
other things , whereunto thoſe mi 
being pale and without bloud in their 
bodies , both grofle and heavy in 
their underſtandings cannot alpite, 
namely that God hath no body, 
that no part of him can be perceived 
by corporall eyes, that nothing of 
his ſubſtance and his nature is 8n 
wayes violable or changeable, or 
compounded or framed , which 
things it thou graunteſt me to þ: 


true (as wee ought not to frame any: 


other conceit of the diyine Majeſty) 
all their \ubtle deviſes and ſhifts are 
ſubyerted and overthrown. But 
how it can be, that God hathne- 
ther cauted nor done any evill, and 
that there neither is , nor ever hath 
been any nature and GET 
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he hath not either produced or made, 
and yet that he frees and delivers us 
from eyill , is a thing approved upon 
ſo neceſſarie reaſons and grounds, 
that no doubt at all can be made 
thereof : eſpecially by thee and ſuch 
asthou art , if fo be that to their 
o00d Wits they joyne piety, and 2a 
certaine peace and tranquillity of a 
minde, without which nothing at 
all of ſo great matters can be con- 
ceived and underſtood , and here is 
noreport of great and large promiles 
made to no purpoſe , and of I know 
not what Perſian fable , a tale more 
fit to be told to Children then to 
ingenieus and witty men , andas for 
truch it is a farre other thing then 
the Manichees do fooliſhly imagine 
and conceive , but becauſe I haye 
made a farre longer diſcourſe then I 
thought to haye done , let me here 
end this booke : wherein I would 
hayethee to remember that I haye 

ROT 
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not yet begun to refure the Mari- 
chees , and iumpugne thoſe toyes : nor 
to have expounded any great mat- 
ter of the Catholick dotine , but 
that my only intent was to haye 
rooted out of thee if I could, the 
Falſe opinion of true Chriſtians which 
hath bh malitiouſly or unskilfully 
infinuated unto us, and to ſtirre thee 
up to the learning of certaine grea 
and divine things. Wherefore I wil 
put a period to this worke : and if 
1 makes thy mind more quiet and 
contented I ſhall peradyenture be 


more ready to ſerve thee in other 
things. 
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